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B·rilliatat E.;rf1•a-J"o,1g C,,,,tplete Deli!cli,.··c-Tl,rille·~ , , • 

CHAPTER 1. 

Trapped! 

A rl, the top of I.Jtulga te Jlil I st04)<l a 
handtSorne lllock: of buildings, arra11g·efl 
in sHites of office~. a11<l kno,vn a~ 
Albior1 lJ1ha1n ue1 s. . 011 each side ,Jf 

tl1c Jlri11cir)al rloor \,·as a curvccl_ lJrass plate, 
C)?l ,,·hicl1 \\'ere ins-cril>ecl tl1c na n1es of tho~e 
v.·ho re11tf'<l roo1ns 011 the ,~Hrious floors. Ouc 
of these in~e ri IJtions rar1 as f oJlo,vs; 

First Jl]oor, 
,TOHN I~ON(;FORD, 

Ct)n~uJtiug Electrical f;nglir1eer. 

1·he 111an to ,y}101n this in:-;cript,itJJl rcfeti•ccl 
was a st a l \Va rt you n ,g- fl' 11 o ,,, , ,vi t h a c 1 ea n -

• 

sl1aven, boyi~l1 fa,"'e. a11li fair hair . .:\1noflg~t 
his chums he ,,·as kno,v n as '' l .. 11(· ky ,Jack/' 
for, nltho; he was not yet thirty, Im had 
alre~d~. · :-.d a. rep11tati<>11 as a11 elP_etrieal 
('11g111em-, 1el1 \Yas sec<)n<l to 11(1ne 1 n tl1e 
k i I i gd<l m . 

011 a c e rt a i n a ft(? r no o rt }1 e , Ya s ~ j t t i n _([ i n 
his officr~, ,vriting out a rPr•ort 011 ~"i •~, 

e J cc t r i cal 111 o tor , r h i <: h h a d he e 11 ~ n b n 1 i t t c ( I ,' 
t(l hin1 f<>r ex:1n1inati<>ll. ,Yhe,1 hi.;; c-1Prk 
11shf~rPrl i11 a !.!Plltlernau ,,·ht> ,va~ dre~~e(l 111 

' ' 

Llack. 
''~Ir·. Hin1eo11 Fl, 1 g-g,~, ~aill .J~1ck, reading 

the na111e on the earrl. 
'' Gootl-aftcr110011, ~Ir. J .. on.!.{ft)rd !'' ~ai,I the 

visitor, a~ J1e droJ)pecl into the r·}iair ,Ja~k 
r)u~hccl to,,·ar(l~ J1in1. '' I ha,·en't 11:1<1 tllo 
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pleasure of n1eet.ing you before, •but I dare 
;aJ' ~you ,vill know my name. I am Alder1nan 
lrlegg, the cl1air1nan of the Electric Tramways 
Co1nmittec of the Denfield City Council.'' 

'' Oh, :yet,, I am quit.e familiar ,vith yottr 
11ame, '' saicl Jack. '' Very glad to make }"Ottr 
acquai11ta11ce. Do :y-011 ,visl1 to co11stilt me 
professio11ally ?'' 

'' I do," said tl1e rnar1 in blaclc. '' I ca me 
up to Lor1do11 tl1ree day·s ago i11to11di11g to 
re1nai11 l1ere t111til the end of tho \veek. 

--.:~l.,ottt fottr o' cloclc this after11oon, l1olvever, 
I received ar1 urgent telegram from the 1\Iayor 
of De11field, informing mo that a serious 
hreakdo¼,.n had occurred in connectio11 ,vith 
the tram,vays, and asking n1e. to return 
at 011ce a11d brir1g yot1 ,vith me. Unfortu-
11ately, there is 11ot a fast train to De11field for 
anotl1cr l1our, btlt I have my· rar ot1tside, and 
ca11 get )Tou there as soon as tl1e 11cxt express 
from St. Pancras. The poi11t is, ,vill :yot1 
come?"• 

.. . 

.. • ~ ~~~.,, 

• 

''011, ye~," sai(l Jack. ''I alvvays keep a 
case at n1y office l1ere i11 readi11ess for an_y 
s tt ll <le~ e n1 erg e 11~ )' ; b tl t it is only fair to ,var, 1 

J"OU that I cannot co1,sent to rttr1 da,,·n to 
De11field for a11yt.hi11g less than fiftJ- gt1ineas.' · 

'' That is a matter of no in1porta11ce \\"hat­
ever," said the man in black, '1.,.ith a lordl}· 
,\·ave of l1is hand. '' Come ,,~ith me to Dcn­
field, sho,v us ,,,}1at is ,vrong, ancl l1ow to pttt 
it rigl1t, and a11y fee J"Olt choose to ask ,,·ill 
ho 011lj' too cl1eerft1ll)" paid.'' 

'' Very ,,,.ell,'' said Jack. "Give me five 
mi11utes ir1 ,vl1ich to make rr1y llrcparations 
a11d then I'm at :your service.,, 

Jack Lo11gforu ,\,.as a bachelor, and a11 

orpha11, \\'ithout a relation i11 the ,vorld. Ifo 
lived i11 a small hotise at Stol,e N e\,·ington. 
This l1ottse '\"as co1111ected ,vi th l1is office 
by telephone, a11d as s0011 as lie l1ad rung tlp 
l1is l1ot1sekeeper, a.11d had told l1er 11ot to 
expect }1irn hon1e that night, lie lucked up l1L; 
papers, fished out l1is tra veiling case, pttt or1 
l1is hat and overcoat~ gave s01110 instrt1ct.ions 
to l1is clerk:, a11d n~.e11 ,,-c11t clo,vn to the 
street. ,,~itJ1 Si111co11 Flegg. '11hoy entcrecl tl1e 
big, po,\~crful car tl1at stood tl1cro ,._·aiting 
to ,\~l1isk tho111 off lo Dc11fic l d. 

Tl1ere \Yas 11otl1ing 01itsta11dir1g abot1t tl10 
lor1g drive 11ort.l1,vards. It ,,,,as 0110 of tl1e 
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most pleasant jot1rr1e:}"S Jacli had ever made, 
for tne day was warm, a11d the man in black 
proved an admirable co1npanion, and the 
time slipped by so swiftly and agreeably, that 
,vhen the car passed through the main street 
of Chesterfield the young engineer could 
scarcely believe his eyes. 

''\Ve'1·e nearly there!'' he gasped. 
'' Only another thirty miles to go,'' said 

the man in black. '' And that is nothing to 
a car as speedy and po,verfttl as this. Have 
a cigar, Mr. Longford. u 

Jack accepted the proffered cigar, and, lean­
ing back against the luxurious upholstery, lit 
11p, and puffed the hazy smoke up to the 
light in the roof of the· car. 

It did not strike him as curious that the 
man in black was not smokin~. It did not 
occur to him that the man 10 black was 
regarding him in a strangely intent manner. 

But after one or two puffs at the cigar 
his temples started to throb. whilst a certain 
nl1mbnes1 began in his legs and mounted 
rapidly to his head. -

., What-what have you done to that 
cigar?,' he demanded, trying to rise to his 
feet. 

''Nothing!'' said the man in black, in tones 
of ill-suppressed triumph. 

'' You-you lie!'' gasped the young 
engineer, reeling back in his seat again help­
lessly. ., You've drugged -me, you-you--'' 

The rest of tlie sentence died away in an 
inarticulate moan, and, after swaying to and 
fro like a drunken man, he slumped back in a 
heap against the cushions and lapsed into 

• unconsciousness. 
The man in black smiled grimly at the 

sight, and, picking up the tube, spoke to the 
liveried chauffeur. 

'' All right, Jim. You turn off at the next 
by·-road. You know the way?'~ 

CHAPTER 2. 
The Underground Mintl 

HEN Jack recovered his senses he was 
lying on a couch in a large and 
handsome]y furnished room. Two 
men were standing over him, each 

,vith a revolver i11 his hand, and almost 
before he had fairly opened his eyes he heard 
one say to the other : 

'' He's coming round I Ring for the 
Squire l'~ .. 

The man addressed walked over to the bell­
press, and then returned to the couch and 
favoured Jack with a prolonged and searching 
stare. 

''Feeling better?'' he asked. 
''Oh, yes, I'm all right now, thank you!'' 

said Jack, gazing round the spacious room 
with an air- of be,vildered surprise. ••But 
,vhere where am I?'~ 

''That is a question which is best left un• 
answered for the present,'' said the man. •'' It 
is enough for you to know that you are in 
ottr power, and that the sli!{htest show of 
resist.a11ce ,vill be followed by instant death.'~ 

' 

He had scarcely finished ~peaking ere the 
"Squire '' appearecl-a tall, thin man, ,vit11 
a clean-shaven faco and iron-grey hair. 

'' llr. Longford, I believe?'' he said, ad­
va11cing to the couch with a courteous bow. 
'' Allo,v me to congratulate you on your safl 
and speedy rett1rn to consciot1sness.'' 

At the so11nd of his voice the young en 
gineer gave a start of surprise. 

'' Are you Mr. Simeon Flegg ?" he asked. 
'' I am not!'' said the Squire ·bl11ntly. 
''You are!'' said Jack, in tones of profound 

conviction. 11 At least, you're the man ,vho 
came to my office this afternoon, and gave 
that name to m_y clerk. You must have been 
disguised, but I _recognise _your voice." 

The man laughed sarcastically. 
'' Well, ,:ou're right,,, he admitted. '' I am 

the ma11 who called himself Simeon Flegg and 
pitched you that yarn about the Den.field 
Tramways. Every word of it \\·as false, of 
course. In fact, as you must have already 
guessed for yourself, the whole affair was a 
plot to lure you into our power.'' 

'' And may I ask what your object is?'' 
." Certainlr l ,, said tne Squire. •• Aly 

f r1ends and I are the owne1·s of some electrical 
machinery. One of our machines has un­
aooountably broken down, and we want you 
to repair it. That's alJ I'' 

'' But if that "'·as yo11r only object,'' said 
Jack, '•why was it necessary to resort to 
trick~ry, a doctored cigar, and all that sort 
of thmg ! If _3ou merely ,vished me- to repair 
.a broken machine\ why couldn't you come to 
my office and te I me so in an ope11 and 
straightforward way!'' 

'' Because,'' said the Squire, •• it was abso• 
lutely necessary, from my point of view, 
th,t you shoul~n't know where you were 
going, or what 1t was I wished you to do 
11ntil you were safely inside my house. If 
I had been open and straightfor,vard, it's a 
thougand to one that you wouldn't have 
come.'' · 

'' Why not?'' asked Jack, growing more 
and more bewildered. 

''You will be able to answer that question 
fo_r yot1rself .very ~oon, '' said the Squire, 
with a peculiar smile. ''In the meantime. 
you will perhaps allow me to remark that 
"\\"e are wasting valuable time, and that the 
sooner you set to work the sooner you will 
be free to depart.'~ 

''Then am I to understand,'' said Jack, 
'' that if I con.sent to repair your machine 
I shall then be allowed to leave this house 
without any further molestation T~ 

''Certainly,'' said the Squire. '' We ih~ir 
take certain precautions, of course, to pre• 
vent you finding out where you have been, 
but otherwise you will not be interfered with 
in any way. I p_ledge you my word of honour 
on that!'' 

''Very well, then,'~ said Jack, rising to his 
feet. ''I have no wish to remain in this 
house any longer than is absolutely necea­
sary, so please aBow me to see the machine 
at once.~• 
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'' Pardon me, but there's just one little pre­
caution to· be taken first," said the Squire, 
producin~ a black silk handkerchief. ''You· 
don't obJect, I l1ope ?'' 

'' Not at all,'' ,,·as Jack's careless reply. 
~•Be as qttick as you can-that's all I ask.'' 

The Squire accordingly bound the l1and­
kerchief over Jack's eyes, and sig11ed to his 
t.wo confederates. The latter i111mediately 
ranged themselves on each side of their 
prisoner, linking tl1eir arms i11 his, and a 
moment later, in obedience to another signal 
from the Squire, they marched him out of 
the room. 
· It seemed to be a long tramp throt1gh end­
less passages, but at last the Squire called a 
halt. For a second or two they all stood 
perfectly still, and then, to Jack's . dismay 
the grottnd began to sink from under his 
feet. His alarm, however, soon passed, for 
he suddenly diSCOvered that he and his cap­
tors had merely entered an electric lift for 
the pttrpose of descending to some lo,ver 
region of the house. 

When the sinking motion ceased his guid.:!s 
let go their hold on his arms, and the Squire 
commanded him to take three stride6 in front 
o[ him and six to the right. \Vhen he had 
ohe)red, he ,, .. as turned round half a dozen 
times in r&pid succession; and the11, before 
he had time to recover from his giddiness, 
the handkerchief ,vhich covered his eyes was 
suddenly whisked away.· · 

✓ 

F OR a moment or two he ,vns blinded by 
the dazzle of a dozen electric lights, 
but as soon a., the eJ·es had becom·e 
accustomed to the glare, he saw that 

he was in an underground vault-a vault 
'\\'hioh, he realised at once, ,vas 11othing more 
nor less than a coitier's mint for the minting 
of counterfeit coin I 

At one end was a furnace in ~"hich the 
metal-which ,vas stacked in ingots hard by 
-,vas melted, mixed and an11ealed. At the 
other end was a big electric motor, and be-­
t-we·en. the two, ranged. in a row do\\~n the 
middle of the vault, were intricate machines 
for rolling the metal into bars, for cutting 
out t-he ,blanks, for raising and milling tho 
edges, and for stamping the spurious coins 
with the requisite designs. In fact, the \\'l1ole 
place v.·as a reprodt1ction on a small scal&;a._e -
and not a very small scale, either-of the 
Royal l\f int in London. 

'' So you and your friends are coiners ? " 
he said, turning to the Squire and striving 
to speak calmly. 

'' It would seem so.,'' said the Sq11ire, pick-
., jP:i ~P a handfttl of spurious coins and allow-
1ng then1 to dribble through his fingers. '' Did 
I not speak truly when I said that if I had 
been open and straightforward "·ith you the 
odds ,vere a thottsand to one that you ,vould 
not have come lvith me?" 

'' You did!" said Jack. '' Nothing in th·e 
'\\'Orld wo11ld ever have indttced ine to ac­
company you if I'd l{no,vn for ,vhat pt1rpose 
you desired my assistance.'' 

•''I kne,\· tl1at.'' said the Sattirc. ,vith a 

chuckle. '' So 1· had to resort to trickery. 
But now that you are here yot1 will dou·bt-­
less see the wisdom of· bo\\1ing to the inevit-­
able, and doing what "',.e wish.'' 

''Suppose I refuse?" asked Jack. 
'' You will be shot,'' said the Squire. And 

l1e signed to the tv.,o men by his side, who 
instantly covered Jack ,vith their revolvers. 

'' And if I consent to do as y·ou wish?'' 
'' Have I not already pledged m:y· word?'' 

said the Squire. '' You \\"ill be placed in my 
ca1---blindf olded, of course-and driven to a 
certain spot in the middle of a lon·ely heath. 
You ,viii then be 1·elen.sed, on promising not 
to remove your bandage for the space of 
fifteen mint1tes, and at the end of t-hat . time 
:rot1 ,..-ill be free to act as J1ou please.,' 

'' Tl1en it seems to me that I haven't any 
c.hoice in the matter,•• said Jack. "\Vhich 
is the machine you "·ish me to repair ? " 

''This," said the Sqt1ire, leading him to an 
electric dynamo. '' It supplies the c11rrent to 
'the vats in ,vhich ,ve electroplate ot1r coins." 

Jack examined the machine and sa,v at a 
glance "·hat wns ,vrong, and in less tha11 an 
hour the young expert had remedied the 
defect, and had made the machine, to all 
intents and purposes, as good as ne,v. 

''There! Thank good11ess that's finished!" 
he exclaimed, when he had tested it and 
found that it was all right. '' Will )'Ott no\v 
bo so good as to order the car, and let n1e 
get away?'' 

''Well, no; I'm afraid I can't,'' said the 
Squire, beckoning to his tll·o accOn1plices, 
,vho once more ranged themselves on either 
side of the young engin~er. 

''\Vhy not?" demanded Jack. ''Didn't 
yo11 pledge your l\'"ord of honour, .that ,,,hen 
I had finished my work I should be allo\ved 
to leav·e this house withottt anv ft1rther ... 
molestation?'' 

'' I did!'' said the Squire. '' But yo1t didn)'t 
really think I meant it, did you?,, 

'' Of course I did!'' said .Jack, \\'ith a strange 
sinking at his l1eart. 

''Then all I can say is that :you're a bigger 
simpleton _than I took you for!" said the 
Sqt1ire , with a mocking laugh. '' Fancy thipk­
ing that I'd be such an idiot as_ to set you 
free after all ·you ha,·e seen a11d heard in 
this hottse to-night!" 

''Then ,vhat are l"OU going to do ,vith 
me?'' asked Jack. 

'' If I had my O\\'Il way," said the Sqttire, 
'' I wo11ld shoot J,"Otl out of hand, and be 
done v.·ith it. Bt1t I'm not exactly m:r o\vn 
master in the matter, nnd my orders are to 
offer you jTOttr fre·edom 011 condition that ~·ou 
consent to thro,v in your lot "·ith 11s-to ·be­
come one of ourselv·es, in fact-and t.o. give 
ua in the future the benefit of you•r val11able 
advice and help. In return for this, you ~,ill 
not only receiv·e your freedom and a regt1lar 
salary as a consttlting engineer, ;but a certair1 
share of the profits v.·ill be " 

'' That's enough!'' sna
1

pped Jack. '' I con­
sider your proposition an insult! Rather than 
accept your terms I'd sooner rot in this 
vault I" 
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•• But it isn't a case of rotting,'' said the 

Squire dryly. ''It's a case of dying!'' 
'' Then. I'll die!'' - said Jack through 

clenched teeth. '' But I won't die without a 
struggle l'' he exclaimed suddenly. And 
almost before the words had crossed his lips 
he charged straight at his two guards. They 
were taken completely by surprise. Jack's 
rig-ht fist landed on one man's mouth, and 
loosened most of his teeth, whilst his left fist 
found a resting place on the other man's 
eyes, and sen·t him reeling backwards, with 
howls of pain, and dropping his revolver. 

Quick as thought Jack stooped· to pick it 
up, but before his fingers could close on it 
the Squire snatched up a mallet and dealt 
him a sledge-hammer blow on the ·back of 
the head. Half dazed by the blow, he 
~tmbled forward on ·his hands and knees. In 
thnt moment the three me11 flung themselves 
upon him in a body. · 

The Squire stooped and was in the act of 
picking up a revolver when the lift descended 
into the vault, and a man stepped out wit.h 
a telegram in his hand. · 

The Squire anatched it with ill-concealed 
impa.tience. Ae soon as he had read it a 
savage oath burst from hia lips. 

'' Curse it! Why didn,t I shoot him ten 
minutes ago!'' he muttered to himself. 

He thrust the telegram in·to his pocket, and 
turned to the man who had brought it. 

•' Help those t~o to bind Mr. Longford 
hand and foot,''· he said. · •'When you've 
made him seeure we'll· carry him•· into the 
bullion-room and leave him there.'' 

This sudden change· of front amazed his two 
confederates as much as it astonished Jack. 
But the Squire was not in the mood to 
offer •ny eiplanation, and as soon as Jack 
had been bound he was thrust into a small, 
dark room at the end of the vault, locked in 
and left; to bis own reflections. 

CHAPTER 3. 

The Order of the Ring I 

F OR seven long, weary houre Jack Long­
£ ord was kept in suspense; th~n two 
men came and removed the cords 
which bound his legs, leaving liia arms 

still pinioned to his sides. Having bound a 
handkerchief over his eyes, they led him into 
the lift, esoorted him through another be• 
wildering maze of rooms and passages, and 
finally pushed him into a chair. 

':You may leave us nowJ'' said a etrang, 
voice. 

He heard the two men leave the room and 
close the door. Th~n the strange voice spoke 

• again: 
,. If I liberate your arms,'' it said, •• will 

you give me your promise that for the next 
half-hour you will neither offer resistance nor 
try to escape?,, 

11 1 will,,' said Jack. ''But it must be 
clearly understood that mr parole is limited 
to the time y_ou have named. At the end 

of the .l1alf-l1ot1r I shall hold myself free 
to act as I please.'' 

''Agreed!'' said t!1e voice. 
His bonds were thereupon loosed, and the 

bandage removed from his eyes. He then 
discovered that he was seated at a table in 
the room in which he had recovered con­
sciousness the night before. The Squire ,vas 
sitt-ing by his side, and at the head of the 
table wa1 a tall, distinguished-looking man 
whom he had never seen before. 

Da)Tlight was streaming through the Jong 
French windows of the room, and a clock on 
the mantelpiece pointed to half-past eight. 

•'I understand that you have been rather 
roughly handled since you entered this 
house,'' said the man at the head of the 
table. '' Will you believe me when I say that 
I am very, very sorry ? l fee! sure that if 
I'd been here when you arrived I could have 
persuaded _y__ou to join us without resorted to 
violence. Unluckily, however, I was delayed: 
but as I knew that the Squire would pro'bably 
make short work of you if you prove ob­
stinate, I wired to him that I was coming on 
later, and that nothing was to be done to 
you until I arrived.~-~ 

''Then you're the man these people call 
the ' Ohief,' I suppose?'' said Jack, remem­
bering that the man who had brought the 
telegram into the vault had said that it ,vas 
from the Chief. 

'' I am,'' said the· stranger, inclining his 
head, '' tho Chief of the Order of the Ring!'' 

'' The Order of the Ring!'' Baid Jack. 
''What•s that!'~ 

'' It is the most wonderful secret society 
that the world has ever seen,'' replied the 
Chief. '' It waa founded by myself six ·years 
ago, and is governed by a Council of Three. 
At the head of the council is myself, the 
Chief. The second in command is the Squire, 
and the third is the Doctor, whose acquaint­
ance you have yet to make.'' 

'' And what are the objects of this wonderful 
Order?'' asked Jack. 

'' £ s. d., ''· said the Chief. with a low, 
musical laugh. , 

'' In other words,t• !aid Jack, '' your 
precious Order of the Ring ie nothing more 
nor less than a rascally gang of coiners ? ' 1 

''Pardon me, it is very much more than 
that,'' said the Chief. '' It is an up•to-dat-e 
confederation for the execution of every kind 
of crime that pays. We organise and carry 
out extensive burglaries. We dabble in for­
gery, arson, and blackmail. We manufacture 
counterfeit in every yariety and nationality of 
coinage, and we h·ave an establishment in 
France for the turning out of spufit:,MJ­
bonds and banknotes. If a person wishes to 
have another person removed, and is able 
and willing to pay our _price, we undertake 
the removal for him. In short, as I said 
before, we perpetrate every kind of crime 
that pays, and we divide the plunder amongst 
ourselves in the form of quarterly dividends. 

'' The he.adquarters of the Order are in 
London, where the members meet to disc11sa 
their p!ans, and where most Qf Qur burglaries 
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Jack~s bandages were whipped way from his eyes, and he found himself staring at an amazing 
collection or machinery. He was In the underground mint of the ruthless coiners. '' Repair 

that machine,'' snarled the leader, '' or you ,11 be shot ! ' 1 

ancl so fortl1 are ai·ranged. Tl1is brancl1 of 
the Order's b11sines3 is entrustecl t.o n10-

that is to say, I select tl1e particular men for 
each particular job, and su1Jervisc their 
preparations. \1lhcn -a b11rglary has been 
committed, the plunder is brot1ght to me, 
and if it consists of je,vellery, or banknotes, 
or anytl1ing else ,vl1ich it ,vot1ld be unsafe 
to di!=poso of in this country, I tnkc it abroad 
in :-, small steam-yacht belonging to the 

- · · o:..'tler, and dispose of it on tl1e Continent. 
'' l\1y friend, the Sqttire has charge of the 

mint, '\\"l1ich yott ha, .. c seen. I am onl.)r giving 
hi1n his clue ,vhen I say tl1at lte is one of 
the 1no~t ski If ul coinerf: in the ,vorld; b11t he 
has or1e grPa t. dra ,vbacl(, lie kno\VS Ii ttlo of 
elcctrici t.y. So long ns Sir IIc11ry Porritt ,vns 
ali,,e tl1is did not matter ver}' much--'' 

'' Sir Henry Porritt!" criecl Jack-for the 
name ,vas t.l1at of one of England's most 

.. 

fa111ot1s electrical engineers, ,vl10 l1acl died 
btlt a ,vcck ago. '' \\r as he one of yottr 
n1cmbers ?'' 

''Ile ,\·as,,, said the Chief. "You appear 
to be s11rprised, but I cottld gi,re :yot1 the 
11ames of a dozen otl1er men qt1ite as dis-­
ti11guishcd as the late Sir Henry Porritt, ,vho 
have been members of the Order of the Ring 
sir1ce the elate of its format.ion. But, to cotl• 
ti11l1e, so long as Sir IIenry ,vas alive, t.l1e 
Sqt1irc's ignorance of electricity did not 
n1at.ter very n111ch. I ... ast ,veek, ho"'·cver, ns 
:rotl kno,,r, Sir Henry died, and t,•.o claJ"S 
la tcr somethir1g lYcnt ,vrong vrith the clectrif'al 
apparatus at the mint. ,,1 hat ,vere ~·e to do? 

'' Tl1e Squire came to me to scel-c 1nJT advice. 
As I kne,v that :yot1 ,,·ere 011c of the most 
-brilliant electrical engineers of tl1c day, I 
advised hin1 t.o entice ~"OU clo,vn to the n1int, 
to compel J~ou to repair tho n1nchine ,vhich 
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had broken down, and then to off er you the 
choice between joining us or . being shot. 
This he did; but I understand that be did 
not take the trouble to explain the matter as 
fully as I ha·ve done, and the consequence 
was that you were merely being invited to 
throw in your lot with an ordinary gang of 
coiners. Now that you know the truth, how­
e,,.er~ I have every hope that you will recon­
sider your decision.'~-

.'' Never!'' said Jack, in a firm, low voice. 
''What you have told me only strengthens 
me in my previous determination. A gang 
of · coiners is bad enough., but a league of 
thieves and murderers is a thousand times 
worse. I know I· am in your power, but 
11othing that you can ever say .. to me will 
ever persua!le me to join in with you.'' 

'' I think you will,,, said the Chief, with 
a curious smile, ''you are engaged to a cer­
tain Mias Ethel Anderson, I believe?'' 

'' What has that to do with it?'' demanded 
Jack. 

'' A great deal," sa•d the Chief significantly. 
'' Miss Anderson is an orphan, and an heiress. 
Sir Philip Anderson is her ·uncle. He is also 
her · guardian, and .if she should die before 
the age of twenty-one the whole of her for­
tt1110 would go to Sir Philip. Isn't that 
right?'' 

'' It is. But what has all this.--'' 
'' Pardon me," said the Chief, interrupting 

hi1n. '' Allow me to finish. The Order of the 
Ri11g owns a large and magnificent steam­
)Tacht, ,vhich earns a lot of money for us by 
taking shiploads of invalids, or pleasure­
seekers, on luxury cruises to various parts of 
tl1e world. The captain and crew are 
members of the Order, and the Doctor, of 
whom I have already spoken, is the surgeon 
aboard. 

•'Every trip the Firefly makes the1·e is one 
passenger at least who never returns. For 
ir1stance, somebody pays the Orde~ a certain 
sum of money t.o get rid of an enemy-and 
\\"hen they die at sea no one s,1spect1 foul 
play. So--'~-

BEFORE he had time to finish his speech 
Jack staggered to his feet., his face 

. transfixed ,vi.th llorror. 
''I see what yoti're driving at!" he 

exclaimed, . in a choking voice. '' l\fiss 
Anderson wrote to me last ,veek, and told 
me her guaraian had arranged for her to go 
for a three-months' crt1ise in tl1e vessel you 
have ·named. D'you mean to tell me that 
Sir Philip Anderson has bribed you to murder 
l1er? '' 

. '~ I am ·bound to tell you· the tr11 th,'' said 
the Chief caimly. '' Sir Philip has paid u-3 
a.· thousand pot111ds, and in return for thi3 
l'."0 have pledged our word that Miss 
Ar1derson shall die• and be bt1ried at sea. The 
Firefly sails with l\Iiss Anderson on board, at 
ten o'clock this morr1ing. It is no,v two 
n1int1tes to nine. Swear thnt you will join 
11s, · and I will write to the Doctor that Miss 
Ar1derson's life must be spared. Refuse, and 
ahe ·goes to her doom!'~ · 

Jack sank back into his chair and bt1ried 
his face in hie hands. So long as it J1ad only 
been his own life ,vhich had bee11 at stake it 
had been an easy matter for hin1 to cl1ooso 
death in preference to dishonour. But now 
it was the life of the girl he loved ,vhich ,vas 
trembling in the balance, and his lips refused 
to utter the words which he knew would seal 
her doom. · 

''Well, what is your answer'' said the 
Chief, at last. '' Wiil you join tts, or 1l1ust 
Miss Anderson die ? '' 

He had scarcely finished speaki11g ere tl1e 
clook on the mantelpiece struck ni11e. As its 
chimes fell on Jack's ears a thrill of fierce ex­
citement shot through his frame. At half­
past eight he had given his parole that for 
half an hour he would make no attempt to 
eecape. The half hour was up ! His promise 
no ·longer heid good. 

He raised his head and took stock of his 
surroundings. The ta,ble at which he ,,·as 
seated was a square one. At one end sat 
the young engineer, at the other sat the 
Chief. At the right-hand side of the table 
sat the Squire; at the lef t--hand side t-here 
was nobody. Behind the Chief was the door, 
and behind Jack ,vas the fireplace. Behind 
the Squire were two · French ,vindows, 
screened with cotton blinds. 

Having taken in these details, the :young 
engineer rose slowly ·t.o his feet. 

''You v.·ant to know if I w-ill joi11 you ? " he 
said, speaking slo,vly and deliberately. '' I 
will not--not even to save Miss Anderson's 
)if e ! '' 

As he spoke he suddenly kicked a\vay his 
chair and sprang towards the nearest ,,,indo,v. 
So completely ,vere the two men taken by 
surprise that for quite a second neither of 
fhem stirred. Then the Chief seized a heavy 
paper-weight arid hurled it with all his 
might. 

Tl1e rr1issile struck Jack squarely on the 
temple, and \\"ith a moan he sank to the 
floor, his senses reeling. 

CHAPTER 4. 

The Sleep Ing Dtaught I 
ACK LONGFORD was not t1nconscious 

for Jong, but he remai11ed in that stt1p<lr 
long eno11gh for;~ the Chief to st11nmon 
a trusted 1nan to stand over l1is prison·er 

,vho now lay 011 a couch, a revolver ir1 his 
hand, ready for any emergency. As soon as 
ho opened his eyes Jack realised that he l1ad 
lost what c-hances of esca.pe he had, nnd that 
the Chief ,vas 11ot running any further i'iSKe. 

'' It is no use aslting yot1 to reconsider yot1r 
decision, I st1ppose ?" said the Chief, address­
i11g Jack. '' You ·are still det-ermi11ed 1,ot to 
join us?'' 

'' I am,'' said Jack firmly. 
The Chief bo,ved a11d turned to the Sqt1ire. 
''I-lave :you the sleeping draugl1t ?', he 

nsked. 
"N~,'' said. the Sq~ir_e. '' I left_ it ,,on the 

table 111 n1y roon1. Shall I fetch 1t? 
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'' Please,'' said the Chief. ''It's nearly 
ten1 so \\·o haven't too much time.'' 

The Squire accordingly left the room, and 
the Chief turned to J aok. 

'' Before I sentence you to death," he said, 
''I'm going to take you for a pleasant littie 
trip across the Channel. I have already told 
you, I believe, that the Order of the Ring 
has an establishment in France for the manu­
facture of spurious banknotes. One of our 
emplo~'ees there has invented an ingenious 
method of reproducing banknotes by means 
of electricity. At present, however, the pro• 
cees is far too costly and complicated to be 
of any practical use, so I'm going to take you 
o,,.er to France, in order that yo11 may inspect 
the machine and give us the benefit of your 
advice.'' 

''But I \\ton't go!" said Jack stubbornly. 
'' Oh, yes yott v.~ill ! ,, said the Chief 

p1easnntll·. ''-You will doubtless remember 
that I told you that the Order owns a small 
steam racht which is used for the purpose of 
conveying stolen property abroad. Thia vessel, 
which is named the Dolphin, is at present at 
Southampton. At seven o'clock to-nis:ht. she 
,vill sail for Dieppe, and when she sails both 
you and I will be on board.,, 

''Indeed?" said Jack sarcastically. '' And 
how do you propose to convey me all the ,vay 
from this house to Southampton!'' 

''By car, of course,'' said the Chief. ''You 
will be given a sleeping draught in order to 
keep you quiet. .~t Southampton it will be 
easy to pass you off as a friend of mine join­
ing me on a pleasure cruise, but who has been 
either taken ill, or been carousing any tale 
,vill do.'' 

'' And ,vhn.t about passport-s ?'• asked Jack. 
'' There is nothing easier for the Order to 

provide than a forged passport, so that need 
not worry yott,'' said the Chief. ''We have 
a wonderful or~anisation and nothing is for­
gotten. I have phoned to my agent at South­
ampton who has already got into communica­
tion ,,,ith captain of the Dolphin to have 
steam up by a quarter to seven. Money has 
been carefully arranged and provided for 

'' --
''Except one thing!" said Jack. ''Up to a 

certain point your arrangements are perfect; 
bttt ~you have overlooked the fact that even 
when yot1 ha,,e succeeded in smuggling me 
ever to France you will still be unable t-0 
compel me to do as you wish. Take me ·to 
France, by all means, if you wish, but nothing 
on earth ,,,.ill cpmpel me to inspect your 
machine nor assist yot1 in any way ,vhatso-
-~r, ,, 
OY-C, • 

'' Don't be too sure of that 1° said the Chief 
significantly. "You may be s11re that I 
haven't overlooked the possibility of you 
being obstinate, and I have a means of forcing 
your hand." 

Before Jack had time to retort to this 
scarcel~1'-veiled threat, the Squire re-entered 
the room. He had a small glass bottle in his 
hand, and ,,,as f ollo",.ed by four men. 

'' Here's your sleeping dra11ght,'' he said, 
uncorking the bottle, and advancing to the 

couch on which Jack la:r. ''"1ill you take it 
quietly, or mttst we treat you as an unruly 
child?'' 

Jack made no reply, b11t clenched his teoth, 
and regarded }1is captors with a look of ttn­
ftinching defiance. 

'' Nip his· nOSe ! " said the Squir~ savagely. 
The Chief obeyed, but for nearly n minute 

the young engineer resisted all their efforts 
to compel him f;o open -hia moutl1. At .the 
end of that time, however, the pangs of i1n­
pending suffocation forced him to unclench 
his teeth, and in the twinkling of an eye ttle 
Squire thrust the neck of the bottle i11to his 
mouth and poured its contents down his 
throat. 

CHAPTER 6. 
Outwitted f 

F OR fourteen hours Jack Longford lay 
in a deep and death-like stupor. 
Whilst he was in this condition he was 
taken to Southampton and conveyed 

on board the Dolphin which then put to aea. 
He was placed in a bunk in the chief mateJs 
cabin, and that officer was told off to keep 
v.·atoh on him. · 

The Chief of the Order had not stopped at 
that act. For . all his brutal talk his real 
design was not to kill his prisoner, even after 
he had inspected the machine in France. 
The Chief's one ambition was to force Jack 
to join the Order. The young engineer had 
resisted all his threats, even the threat to 
kill Ethel Anderson, and such obstinacy and 
fearlessness stirred the Chief to action. He 
vowed that, come what may, he would .beat 
Jaok Longford into submission and not admit 
his own def eat by killing him. . 

He thought he saw a way of doing tl1is. He 
got into communication with the doctor 
aboard the Firefly, ordering him to meet the 
Dolphin at a certain spot in mid-Channel, and 
Miss Anderson was to be taken aboard the 
latter yaoht. 

'When that had been done the Ohief thought 
he would be able to r orce Jack to his wishes 
by letting him see Miss Anderson in the 
power of the Order, and by making a show 
of torturing the girl should , the young 
engineer stiH prove obstinate. 

Of all this, of course, Jack knew nothing 
whatever. Shortly after midnight he began 
to show signs of returning consciousness, and 
a few minutes later he opened his eyes. No 
sooner had he done so than the mate, who 
wu sitting by the side of the bunk, sprang 
to his feet and thrust a revolver into his 
face. 

''Lie still!,, he growled. 
Jack stared at tl1e man and took m·ental 

stock of him. Now tha·t he had recovered 
the use of his lim-bs he was firmly re90lved to 
make another attempt to escape from his 
captor's clutchee, even if he had to jump 
overboard and risk drowning. 
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'' All right, I u11derstand," he said. '' I'm 
11pt to sit up, a11d I'm not to raise my handa. 
May I talk ?'' 

'' Oh, yes; you can jn"· as much as yott 
like!'' said the mate,. still covering hirn ,,·ith 
the revolver. -

'' Then ,,,ould you mind telling me ,vhere I 
am?" aslced Jack. · 

~'You're aboard the Dolphin, of cottrse," 
said the· mate. 

'' Are the Squire and the Chief aboard?'' 
• • Tl1e Squire isn't, but the Chief ie. '' 
'• TJ.1en would you mind asking l1im~ if I 

coul~ have a drink f Th~t beastly stuff the 
Squire gave me has made me as dry as a lime­
kiln .. ,, 

•~ Oh, you don't get me out of this cabin 
that ,vay !,t laughed the mate. '' A11d there's 
1,0 need to· worry the Chief. I'll give )"'Ott a 
drink with all the fleasure in the ,vorld. 
But, 1·emember, you re not to sit up and 
you'~e not to raise your hands. I've got a 
flask here, and I'll hold it to your lips. 
We're taking no risks with you!,, 

Without waiting for Jack's rep1y, he dived 
into one of his pockets, and pulled out a 
flask. Still keeping his revolver on a level 
with Jack's head, he unscre",.ed tl1e stoppar 
with his teeth, and applied the flask to the 
pl'isoner's lips. 

After swallowing -a couple of moutl1fuls, the 
young engineer preteI1ded t.o be seized with 
a violent fit of coughing. For nearly half a 
minute he lay on his back, coughing, splut­
tering, a11d gasping for breath~ Then he 
suddenly thrust one hand from under the 
clothes and frantically pointed to -his collar. 

Suspecting nothir1g, the mate bent do,vn 
to ttnfa.sten it, and in the twinkling of an 
eye Jack s11atched the revolver out of his 
hand and hurled it across the cabin. The 
next irastant, before the mate had time to 
draw back, he Hung up his arms and fastened 
J1is hands in a vice-like grip on tl1e scoun­
drel's throat. · 

T HE mate made a wild but .fruitless 
attempt to wrench himself free; then· 
he doubled his fists and dashed tl1em 
in Jack's face \\·ith all the strength 

he possessed. Again and again he repeated 
this performance, but the young engineer 
neither fti1.1ched nor relaxed his grip. A11d 
at Inst, finding that he co11ld not shake his 
assaila11t off, t.he mate put forth a superht1man 
effort and dragged him out of the btlnk. 

A terrific struggle ensued on the cabir1 
Boor. At the end of t,vo min11tes the mate 
began to show signs of impending stra11gula­
iion. For a little while longer be continued 
to str11ggle; but his blows grew gradually 
feebler and feebler, and at last, aft-er a fina·I 
a11d abortive effort to tear Jack's hands fron1 
his th1·oat, a convulsive shudder passed 
through his frame, his li111bs grew suddenJy 
stiff a11d still, and he lapsed into unconscious­
ness. 

Qt1ivering with excitement, Jack leaped to 
his feet, a11d secttred the mat.e's revolve·., 
Havi11g taken. off his boots, he glided across 

to the cabin door and stealthily opened· it. 
He then discovere(l that the cabin in wl1icl1 
he stood was sit11ated at the end of a dimlj·­
lighted alley-,vay, ,vl1icl1 led to the Dolphin's 
quarter deck. Both the alley-,vay and the 
quarter deck ,vere deserted; but on each side 
of the alley-,vay \\·ere three or four cabin 
doors, and one of these was st1ddenly opened 
and the Chief appeared on the threshold. 

For one brief instant Jack hesitated how 
to act; then he raised his revolver and fired. 
At least, he tried to fire; bt1t the moment 
110 pressed tl1e trigger he fot1nd that tho 
mate had been bluffing him, for tl1e revolver 
had never been loa.ded, nnd the only res11lt 
of his action ,-_·as a sharp, tnetallic clicli: .. 

Seeing this, t,he CJ1ief gave· vent to a. 
mocking la11gl1, and, \Vhipped out his o,v11 re-· 
volver. Before. he could fire, however, Jack 
flung the tlseless ,veapon into his face, and 
then, like an arrow from a bow, he darted 
down the alleyvtay, seized his opponent rot1nd 
the waist, and ,vith one prodigious effort 
hurled him back into his cabin. . 

By this time tl1e uproar in the alley,vay 
had attracted tl1e attention of the watch on 
deck, and ,vhen Jack dashed out on to the 
quarter <leek he fot1nd his progress barred 
by the second mate and four of the Dolphin's 
crew. Nothing daunted, he charged into the 
midst of tl1em, sea ttering .them, and rt1shcd 
to the rail. 

In the mea11time, the Chief had scrambler] 
to his feet agnin, a11d had picked up his fallen 
r~vol':er .. He ru~hed out on to the quarter 
deck 1n time to see Jack making a rush for 
the vessel's side, and quick as thought he 
levelled his \\~eapon and fired. The shot rang 
011t as the young engineer was clambering 
over the taffrail, and the next instant, with a 
wailing cry, ho flung up his arms and pitched· 
headforemost into the sea. 

RevolYer in hand, the Chief rushed aft., 
arid peered into the inky void astern. For a 
second or t,v·o a dark and shapeless object 
was discernible bobbing up and down in the 
tttmbling foam of the Dolphin's wake. The11 
the hungry ,vaves closed over it., and it 
vanished from J1is view. 

CHAPTE'R 8. 
All in Vain I 

D AY ,vas breaking, and the grey light 
of a \Vin try da,vn \\·as creeping across· 
the henvi11g bosom of the Chn~ 
!\-lost of the Firefly's passengers ,vcre 

still asleep in tl1eir l>unks, but one of them, 
an elderly, "\\rhite-hnired man, ,vith stooping 
sl1oulders and ,vrinkled face, ,~ns already or1 
deck, and ,,·as lea11irlg over t.he taffrail, 111st 
in thougl1t. 

He gazed at t.he rippling ",.avelcts racing 
f)ast the ,·essel's side, as thot1gh he ,vc,·e 
trying to find. in them an ans,ver to tho 
prol#,ms tl1at filled his hu~y mind. Then ho 
suddenly bccan1e a\Yare that he ,vas uot 
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alone, and on turning rot1nd he found him­
self confront.ed by the Doctor. 

''Good-morning!'' said the Doctor, with a 
pleasant smile. 

''Good-morning!" said the old gentleman. 
'' llave I the pleasure of addressing Dr. 
Sholto ?" 

"You have," replied the Doctor. '' And 
"Phom have I t.he honottr of addressing?'' 

'' My name is Gr11ndy,'' said the old man. 
'' Mr. Theophilus Grundy.'' 

'' Ah, then :)·ou are the gentleman l\'ho 
wrote to the purser and insisted upon having 
the cabin next to mine?'' said the Doctor. 

"I am," said Mr. Grundy. '' You see, I'm 
rather nervous about myself, for I'm subject 
to sudden nnd violent attacks of heart disease, 
and I thought I had 

Amongst those who remained on deck was 
Ethel Anderson. With straining eyes shc­
v.yatched the boat draw near to the all bttt 
exhausted swimmer. She saw him stretch out 
his hands and grasp the gunwale of the boat. 
She saw two of the seamen lay down their 
oars and raise him in tl1eir arms. She saw 
them haul him into the boat; then, all of a 
sudden, her beautiful face turned deathly 
pale, and a startled cry burst from her 1ips. 

~Ir. Grundy, who seemed to have ears and 
eyes for everything, hurried towards her, and 
offered her his arm. 

''You're.ill,''. he said, in sympathetic tones. 
''The excitement has been too much for you. 
Permit me to escort you to your cabin." 

''No, thank you; I would rather remain 
on deck," said Etl1eJ, 

better be as nt'ar the 
Doctor as possible in 
~e I happened to bo 
taken bad in the 
middle of the night." 

Nelson Lee, Alone And Unaided, 
Seta Out On 

whose eyes wero fixed 
in an agonised stare on 
!he rapidly approacl1-
1ng boat. '' I feel sure 
that tho man \\~Om 
they h.ave just rescued 
is a friend of mine." ••THE PERIL TRAIL I '' ''Quite right," said 

the doctor eppro,~ingly. 
"I hope. hol\~e,,.eT, that 
J'OU won't--" 

BefoTo he had time 
to finish his sentence 
Mr. Grundy 6uddenly 
cl Lttchcd his arm \l\i"i tl1 
a. ,J(l'ip bhat \Y36 re• 
01a,rk.ablv strong for 
one so old and stricken 
,,,ith disease. 

The famous detective has broken the 
Infamous Order of the Ring, but Its 
leaders are still at large. and whilst this 
state or affaln prevails the menaee of the 
Plunderers ls constantly over-shadowing 
society. 

The Doctor, who \\"as 
standing closo at hand, 
heard tho \VW"<ls, .and 
moved swiftly to her 
side. 

"What's tihat ?" he 
domandcd, in a hoarse, 
excited voice. "Did I 
hoar you say th.at man 
in the boat was a 
friend of yours ?u ''Look! Did you ~eo 

that?" he cried ex• 
citcdly. pointing out to 
sea.. '' It's gone now­
no !-there it is-again! 
A oi.an's head, about 
two shi-P6' lengths 

Overwhelming though the odds are, 
Nelson Lee bas Yowed to bring his roes 
to Justlee, and the dartng manner In 
which he tackles bis perilous task pro­
vides the theme of next week's Amazing 
Deteettve-Thriller : ''Yes," said Ethel. 

'' I just oau.ght a 
g,limpsc of his face as 
tl1cy were lifting him 
into the boat, and I'm 
almost sure t·h.at ~t's 
Mr. John Longford, . 

'' THE PERIL TRAIL I '' 
DON'T MISS IT I 

awav!" ... 

' ' By J o,~c-:ycs. I sco 
it ! '' said the Doctor. 
'' It's some poor fellow, no doubt, who's been 
v{ashed overboard and drowned, ancl v.,hose 
body has risen!,, 

''No, he's alive!'' cried both men simul­
taneously, for at that moment a hand was 
raised above the head, and a sea-soaked 
pocket handkerchief ,vas feebly fluttering to 
ond fro. 

'' Man overboard!''-. yelled ?\fr. Grund~y, in 
a ""onderf ully lusty voice. 

And the words had scarcely crossed l1is 
lips before the man on the look-ot1t snw the 
fluttering handkerchief, and sa11g out the 
news to the officer 011 the bridge. 

.. IW' In- a, mome11t all was bustle and excitement. 
The Firefly's engines were promptly reyersed, 
and as soon as the ,·essel had been brought 
to a standst.ill a boat ,va9 lo,vered. A 
moment or t\\rO later, alarmecl bv tl1e Sttdde11 
stoppage of t.he engines, a cro,,:d of passen­
gers rushed 011 deck, some of tl1em only partly 
dressed. '1.'he latter "Tent back: to their cabins 
ngain \\·h~n they found there ,,·as no danger, 
hnt the rest remained to \\'itness the ,vorlc 
of rescue. 

tho w e I 1' - tk n o w n 
elecrrioal engineer." 

Tl1e Doctor almost staggered baok: as 
thottgh he had been struok. Then he rushed 
up on to the bridge, where the -captain was 
examining the boat through his glasses. 

'' What's to be done?'' he gasped. '' That 
man they've picked up is Jack Longford! 
He's evidently given the Chie-f the slip and 
!Dade his escape from the Dolphin by leap­
ing ov~rl2oard. He knows all abolit the 
Order of the Ring, a.nd al\ about the Firefly: 
arid as soon as they bring him aboard he'll 
blu.rt out all he knows, and ,vc'll all be 
ruined!'' 

''Rot!" said the captain calmly. ''He'll 
never know that this is the ~irofly unless ~'OU 

tell him. Take him t-o a cabin and keep him 
there, and--'' 

"But he ,vill ~{llO\V'" said tho Doetor 
despairingly·. '' As soon as l1e sees l\1iss 
Anderso11--" 

"Then vott mustn't let him see her.'' ,., 

' ' How can I prevent it.? She has a1r<'adv 
rec.ognised him, and the moment they ltatil 
l1i1n on board she'll be in his arms!'' 
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1~ho captain ,troked his beard and pondered 
for a moment or t,vo. 

·''Then Itll tell you what you must do,'' 
he said. i" You mu-st ·be ready to receive him 
the instant he steps on board, and ),,OU must 
givo him aom~~hing whicl1 'Yill stupefy him 
be~ore he has time to open his mouth.,_, 

A gleam of hope sprang into the Doctor's 
eyes. 

" Tl1at' s not half a bad idea,'' he said. 
'' It will be ~omewhat risky, with all these 
people looking on, but, so far as I can see, it's 
the 011ly thing I can do.''-

rendered him delirious. i\Iost of his listeners 
\Yere perfectly satist1cd ,vith t'his explanation; 
but one or t,vo began to smell a rat, and 
although they were far from suspecting the 
whole of tho truth, tht;'Y were 11one the Jc~s 
convinced that there "·as more truth in .Jae,ti 
Longford's ,vords than the Doctor ,va-s ,villing 
to ad1ni t. " 

As soon as the Doctor entered the cabi11 
he saw that Jack was on the point of recover­
ing from his s,voo11. 

''He seems to be coming ro11nd again, sir, 1
' 

said one of the mo11 who l1ad carried hi1n 
down. 

''·So I see, 1' .said t.he Doctor curtly. '' I'll 
at-tend to him. Y 011 can leave t1s, no,,1

." 

He hastened down from tho bridge arid 
retired to his cabin, where ho quickly pre­
pared a -pov.Terfttl sleeping draught. By the 
tin1e he turned on deck the boat had reached 
the Firefly's side, and a few minutes later, 
niore dead than alive, Jack Longford ,vas 
slilft1l!y hoisted aboard and laid on a rug at 
the Doctor, s feet. 

"Qt1ick ! S,vallow this!" said the Doctor, 
stooping down and thrusting a tumbler into 

The t,vo men retired and closed the cabin 
(loor. The Doctor then walked over to a 
locker and toork out a ~mall glass s,y1·ingc, 
st1ch as doctors t1so for injecting drug~ 

, beneath the skin. Having charged tl1is 
syringe with a liberal dose of morprua, ho 
glided up to tl10 1b11-nik jn whicl1 .Jack lay; 
bttt just as he ,vas about to plunge the need]e 
of the syringe into his victim's arm, the door 
was suddenly flttng open, a.nd Mr. Theophilus 

his hand. • 
Jack raised the tumbler to his lips, but at 

the same instant his eyes fell on Ethel Ander­
son, who ,vas hurrying towards him, and in 
the twinkling of an eye he dropped the glass 
and staggered wildly to his feet. 

''Ethel! You here I'' he gasped in t-ones 
of mingled horror and de<Spair. '' Then am 
I-am I on board the Firefly-the murder 
shill that -belongs-that belongs:--'' 

The se11tence ended in an inarticulate 
moan. Exhausted by his long immersioft in 
tne sea, weakened by loSB of blood, crushed 
by the 8iscovery that he had fallen onee 
more into the clutches of hi3 foe~, he sank 
back into the Doctor's arms and fainted. 

--
CHAPTER 7. 

Nelson Lee Detective! 
''HE'S dead I'' cried Ethel Anderson in 

an anguished voice. 
'' Not ·at all," said the Doctor 

brusquely. '' He's only fainted. 
T}1e shock of seeing you was evidently too 
much for him in his present fceb1e condition. 
We must get him to bed at bnce and give 
him something to revive him.,, 

He beckoned to two of the Firefly's crew. 
•• Carry Mr. Longford to my cabin,,, he 

said. '' I'll follow you down 1n a moment 
or two.''· 

As soon as he uttered these ,vords J\fr. 
Grundy, who had been an interested specta• 
tor of the whole scene, quietly slipped away 
and hurried to his cabin. From one of his 
st1it~ases he took out a gimlet, and quietly 
bored a hole in the ,voodcn partition which 
divided his own cabin from that of the 
Doctor. Then he glued his e~?es to the hole, 
a11d waited to -see what would happen. 

l11 the meantime the Doctor was explaining 
to thq passenger.s _that Jack's ,vild an~ in• 
coherent speech-his reference to t-he Firefly 
as a .murder shi~was due to the fact that 
his sufferings had aff ectcd his bra.in at1d 

• 

Gruruiy burst in. . . 
''Doctor, Doctor, I'm dy1n~I'' he gasped, 

pressing his hands to the region of his heart 
and writhing in ap1Jarent agony. -'' I've j11st 
been seized with one of my old attacks, tho 
,vorst I've ever ha.cl. For !leaven's sake givn 
me something to relieve this awft1l pain, or 
else--1

' 

His voice died a,vay in a choking sob, h~ 
swayed to and fro like a dr11nken man, then 
he stumbled forward, as though he were 
going to fall. . · 

The Doctor darted forward and caught l1im 
in his arms, but no \Jooner had he done ~o 
than the old man suddenly seized him by 
the throat, tripped him up and seatod himself 
on his chest. He drew his revolver. 

'' Not a sound, as yo11 valt1e your life!,, ho 
l1issed. -

Shivering with fright, the Doctor meekly 
obeyed, and in the twinkling of an eye the 
old ,man whipped ot1t his handkerchief, rolled 
it into a ball and crammed it into his mouth. 

'' And now, if you please, I'll trou·ble l"Olt 
to roll over on your face,,, he said, springing 
lightly to his feet and producing a pair of 
l1andcuff s. 

W·hen the Doctor ~· complie~ with thi~ 
request be !handc11ffed 'his hands behind his 
baok and bound his legs together with l1i~ 
11eoktie. Then he closed and IO<Eed t-he cabi11 
door and turned to Jack, who was sitting 11p 
in the ·bunk, staring at the scene before hin1 
in mingled su.rprise and bewilderment.__.·--:_ 

"Don't be alarmed, .l\tlr. Longford," he 
said. '' I'm not going to hurt :you. I' 111 · 

merely going to ask you a question or t,,1 0, 

and then. if your ansV\"ers confirm my su~• 
picions, I'm going on deck to denounce this 
scottndrel to ot1r fellow-pa.ssengers. '' 

'' ,Vha-,vho arc you?" stammered Jade. 
By ,vay of reply the old matJ !;t1_ddcnly 

stra.iahtened him~elI, pullecl off his ,v1g anfl 
0 (Conti,i·utd on pagr, 14.) 
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L1t~arcl and rubbe(l his ,vrinkletl face ,vitl1 tl1c 
s]ci(~vc of his coat.. 

H \.,: h ~ T, it, s Ne !son Lee ! '' c r i c cl ,J a C'k, ,v l1 o 
J1a(l once bt:c-n of sPrYicc to the fa111ons 
dctflctivC'~ a,ncl J1ad givc11 t1i1n cx11crt ndYicc 
on a. techuica.l 11oi1) t in a certain ca~e. 

•• .t\ t )·our service," said the great dctccti vc, 
\Vi th a bo,v ancl .a g·rin1 smile. 

---
CHAPTER 8. 

The Detective's Plan! 

F OR. a n101ne11t or tn,.o amazon1ent held 
Jack spcll-bou11d, tl1cr1 l1c rubbecl l1is 
eyes and pinched l1imself to n1akc st1re 

that J1e ,vas a,vake. 
"\\r e.11, I'm •blest !" he managecl to ejac11-

late at last. "Fancy· meeting yon on board 
the Fireflv ! I don't 11nderst.ancl it! Ho,v 
d icl :,otl get }1crc, and ,,1 hy did yotl co1r1e ? " 

•' Before I can ans,,1 er yo11-r q1testio11," said 
N" elson I-'ee. "I n1ust first· t.ry to ex·plai11 that 

for ~on1c ti1110 past the suspicio11 Ji.as been 
dcc1)c11ing ir1 n1y 111ind tl1at 111o~t of thfl 1111-

detectcd crin1es of rcce11t :years }1avc lH~c11 
tl1c ,\rorlk of a. skilfully organisccl secret 
societ_y. It \Yould ta1ie too long to te11 yoti 
all tl1e facts ,,~l1icl1 have ]ed n1e to this 
conclusion, 'but I a111 absolt1tely certai11 that 
a -seer.et societ.Jr is at ,vork i11 ot1r 111idst, arid 
that the Doctor, herc-tl1is S<?o1111drcl 011 the 
floor-is 011c of its men1bers. 

"Six 111onth~ ago I decicle<l to devote· my­
self to tho task of 11nn1asking this i11fnn1ous 
soeiety and bringing its members to ju5tice. 
Nipper, ,vhom you. have met before, ,vas of 
great service to me ln my search for son1e 
clue ,vhich "~:011ld enable me to tear aside tl1e 
,,.eil of m:ystery in which this ·villai11ous 
organisation it enshrouded. E,·cn then, at 
tl1c end of 5ix months, it ""as precious little 
I really k11ew. 

'' • .\.s a last rf\sort I determined to take a trip 
on board the Firefly in order that I n1jg}1t 
be able to keep tl1e Doctor llnclcr co11sfant 
observation for a ,,~eek or t\YO. Needless 
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0
f n.;i No. 340 of the 

Doctor.. Then he glued his e~·es to the holt 
and waited to see what would happen 

I11 the meantime the Doctor ,vas e;plainin 
to th_Q passengers _that Jack's \vild and i~ 
coherent speech:--h1s reference to the Firefl it a mur~er slup-was due to the fact tha.sents 

is sufferings had a.ffectf'cl his brain a 11d -
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to say, I had no desire to put the scoundrel "Nothing,'' admitted Nelson Lee. '' When 
on his guard, so I di5gt1iscd n1yself as an old I spoke of denouncing tl1e Doctor to the 
man, and booked· my ~ssagc in the name of passengers, I ll'"as not &'\\rare that all the crew 
.Theophilt1s Grund,y. Nipper ,vas very l{een ,vero members of the Order of the Ring. 
on comi11g ,,litl1 me, but I refused, as the I suspected that the Doctor \\"as, and possibly 
risks aro too great even for him. Besides, the captain, bt1t I ne,Ter dreamed tl1at all 
he has been a,•,ay from St. Frank's often the crew "'·ere members, too. Seeing that 
enougl1, and hctd to go back to l1is books, the crew, ",.hich is large for a boat of this 
mt1ct1 to his disat1st. tonnage, lvould outnumber the passengers, it 

"It was I wIL first caught sight of you would clearly be madness to think of trying 
this 1norning, but it ,vas Miss ... t\.11derson wl10 to ovcrpo,ver them and compelling them to 
recognised :rou and told 11s who :}-"Ott were. sail tho vessel to the nearest. port..'' 
As s0011 a.s tl10 Doctor heard J'our name he '' :.rhen ~·hat oan l\Te do?,, nsl~ed J aclc 
,,ras seized ""ith unco11trolla-ble agitation, and again. 
immediately rushed- awa:r to cons1.1lb tho Rat-a-tat! · s· th h 1 d t A loud and peremptor;· knock at the cabin 
captain. 11100 en e ias ma 0 ,iro door drove all the colour from Nelson Lee's 
a t tP-mpts to dose you with morpliia; in fact, cl1oeks. For an instant he hesitatr,,·-1 to act_: 
his ,vhole bcha,"iour since you can1e aboard uµ 
points to tl1e fact ·that he is desperately then he lJullcd himself together ancl signed 
anxious t.o prevent you telling your story to to Jack t.o lie perfectly still. 
the passengers. · '' Who's there?" he asked, mimicking tho 

Doctor's v·oice. 
'' Wh:y is this? What is the Doctor afraid '' Me !" said t.he ,1 01ce of the captain. 

of? Why docs he wish to muzzle you? Is '' Open the door; I've some ne"1 s for you.'' 
it possible that you are in possession of some The detective turned to Jack, who was 
information which he does not wish ~rou to looking pale ,vith anxiety. 
reveal-some informatio11 V\"hich ~·ould prove 
that he is a, member of the society to '\"hich "There's liopo :yet,,, he ,vliispcrcd hastily~ 
I have alluded ? ,, ,r He doesn't· know there's anybody here 

'' That's it," cried. _Jack. . "I know-and except :yourself and the Doctor, so that if I 
the iDoctor knows that I kno\\'-all about the suddenly open the door and pounce t.1:pon 

· h. h h f d ,, him unawares I may be able to dtag him 
secret society to w IC you ave re erre · into the cabin before he can give the alarm. 

'' By James! You're the very man I've Hete, :you take my revolver~ Guns ~ake 
bkeen ~?oking for. '1-.ell me, quiqkly, all you too m~ch noise. I'm going to ·use my hands 

now. · · for this job." 
J:n response to this reqttest Jack briefly re- He took off his coat and stole on tiptoe 

cot1nted his ad,rentures from t.he moment to the ca·bin door. . _., 1JJ 
when he was kidnapped by· the Squire to In the meantime, howe,~er, the Doctor 1i;sc,' 
the moment when he escaped' from - the contri,·ed, by the skilful use of his _ ton_gue 
Dolphin. and teeth, to remove the pocket handker-

'' The Chief fired at me just as I was in chief Nelson Lee had crammed into . his 
the act of lea.ping overboard,'' he said. "His mouth; and just as the detective ·w·as about 
bullet merely drilled a hole through the to turn the key the Doctor yelled at the top 
fleshy part of my arm; but, in order to of his \"oice : · 
make him think that I was mortally '' Look ot1t ! It's Nelson Lee!'' 
,voundcd, I uttered a yell and made no After t.11at, of course, there was not much 
attempt to swim until I was out of sight. My chance of taking the captain unawares. 
ruse succeeded perfectly, for he evidently Nevertheless, the detective determined to 
thot1ght that he ha·d done for me, and didn't make the attempt, and with lightning 
even lower a boat to make sure that I was. rapidity he turned the key and flung the 
"dead.'' door "'-1de open. E,ren as ho did so, however, 

'' The rest JYou can gu~ss _for rourself, '' Jack the. captain m~de a back?,ard spring; and 
went on. '' Partly by sw1mm1ng and partly wh1~pcd out hts revol,·cr. , - . 
,by floating on my back, I contrived to keep. ''Back! Back into the cabin, or I fire!'' 
myself afloat until d~ybreak, when the he cried, le,·clling his weapon at -Nelson 
Firefly picked me up. And this is my Lee's head. . 
reward ! Instead of escaping I have merely Undaunted by this threat, the deteoti"'e 
blundered back into their power again, and darted for\\"ard. True to his "·ord, the captain 
all rny labour has been in vain.'1 prom_l:!tlj" fired, but at tlic. same .instant the 

'' Cheer 11p," said Nelson Lee encourag- detect1,~e dropped on his }1ands a11(l_ knees, 
irtgl:r,· '' You're in a tighter fix than I'd and tho bullet flo,-v ha.rmlessly o,·er hrs head. 
bargained for; but, v.yith decent luck, ¥le The next moment, before the captain l1ad 
ought to be able to cheat these "Tillains even time to di,:-ine his intention,. the ·aetecti,·e 
yet.'' stretohed ottt l1is hand, caught hold of the 

Jack shook his head. . captain's ankles, and jerked him off his feet. 
'' What can _we do?" he asked de.spairingly. As· the captain went . do,vn· his re,,.ol,·er 

·'' You spoke Just now of go.ing on deck and flew from his grasp, and his head struck the 
'denouncing the Doctor to t.he passengers. floor \\·ith so much force that he lay for a 
Suppose )rot1 do. Suppose you tell ,.~them 1noment dazed. The· dctecti,:-e acco.rdi11gly 
ever),thin~ that I have told :you-what can seized him jlly the colla.r of l1is coat, with 
~hoy do?'· tl1e object of dragging him jnto tl1e_ cab!ll; 
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but in the meantime the sound of firing had 
alarmed the crew, •nd almost before the 
echoes of the shot had died away the eecond 
mate came tearing down the alleyway at 
breakneck speed. 

Quick as thought t.be detective loosed hjs 
hold on the captain's coat and darted to­
wards t11e spot where the fallen revolver lay. 
By that time, however, the captain had 
partly recovered from the shock of his f al), 
and the moment Nelson Lee relaxed his grip 
the wily scoundrel thrust out his leg and 
and tripped ttp the detective. 

Before Nelson Lee could ro~ain l1is feet 
the mate dashed up and flung himself on top 
of him, and in a moment the detective was 
lying on his stomach on the floor, and the 
mate was sitting astride his back, with both 
l1ands firmly clenched around his throat. 

''Who is be, and what's he done?'; panted. 
the mate excitedly. 

'
1 It's Nelson Lee, the detective I'' said the 

captain, scrambling to his feet in feverish 
haste. •4 He's overpowered the Doctor and 
hound him hand and foot ! '' 

'' Then what are· you going ~ do with 
him!" asked the mate. 

., Put a bullet through his head, of course ! 1' 

replied the captain savagely. 
He pic~ed UJl his revolver. In the meMl• 

time, Jack Longford had contrived to 
scramble out of his bunk and to crawl across 
the oabin on his hands and knees. He had 
Nelson Lee's revolver in his hand, and the 
moment he reached the door he 1evelled the 
,vea_pon and fired. 

T•. bullet lodged in the calf of the 
c&ptain's leg, and caused him to }!itch for­
ward on hie face with a shriek. The mate 
turned round to see who had fired, and in 
the twinkling of an eye the detective skil­
fully unseated him, sprang to his feet, and 
jumped back into the cabin. 

Just then a crowd of seamen buret into 
vie\v at the end of the alleyway. One glance 
sufficed to show them what was happening, 
and with a chorus of infuriated yells, they 
can10 char~ing on. As they came to the door 
of the cabw Lee slammed the door in their 
faces, and· rapidly turned the key in the 
lock. 

.,\n instant later the crowd outside came 
thundering up, and hurled themselves in a 
l1uman avalanche against the door. For a 
second or two the cabin echoed with the 
din of their kicks and blows; then Nelson 
Lee stooped down and placed his mouth to 
the keyhole-: 

'' Listen to me 1 u he yelled, at the top of 
his voice. ''The Doctor is here and is abso­
lut-ely at our mercy. Mr. Longford is stand­
ing over him with a revolver in his hand, 
and the moment this door bursts open the 
Doctor gets a bullet through his brain 1'' 

The uproar ceased as if by magic. The 
tl1reat had succeeded. By straining his ears 
tl1e detective caught the murmuring hum of 
a whispered consultation, vlhich was presently 
st1cceed_ed by_ the muffled tramp of departing 
footsteps. Fajnter and fainter gr~w thosQ 

footsteps in the distance, till at last tl1ey 
died away. 

CHAPTER 9. 
Nelson Lee a Prisoner I 

' 1 HAVE they gone?'' asked Jack, i11 a 
subdued whisper. 

-'' Most of them,'1 said Nelson Lee, 
after listening intently ot the key­

hole. '' They would like us to think tl1at 
they've all gone, no doubt, but I can dis­
tinctly hear the breathing of at least three 
men on the other side of thia door. But now 
that we have gained a moment's breathing 
space I must thank you for fiaaving my )if e. 
If you hadn't interfered when you did I 
shouldn't be alive now. It was magnificent !'1 

"' It was ·nothing more than anyone wot1ld 
have done,'' said Jack, modestly. ''I wish 
I could ha. ve . been of more use 1 ''· 

At tha~ mom~nt the silence was rent by 
a deafening volley of revolver shots, wl1ich 
appeared to proceed from the maindeck of 
the steamer. The next instant a perfect 
pandemonium of shrieks and groans was 
heard1 mingled with which they heard the 
capt.a1n's voice roaring out some indistin­
guishable order to the crew, Then, high 
above the shrieks and groans, a woman's 
piercing scream rang ou.t, followed by a rush 
of feet, ancl another volley of revolver shots. 

·'' It is what I feared!,, exclaimed Nelson 
Lee giimly, pacing to and fro, worried by 
his utter helplessness. '' Here I am, cooped 
up here, and can do nothing, while those 
fiends are either murdering all the passen­
gers or driving them below like so many 
sheep. Let's hope the captain is too mt1ch 
of a coward to butcher them I''· 

In this hope the detective had !ummed up 
tho captain fairly accurately. Shortly after 
Jack was taken below-in fact, at the very 
moment that Nelson Lee and the Doctor were 
struggling on the cabin floor-the man on 
the look-out reported to the captain that 
the Dolphin was in sight, and that the Chief 
was signalling to the Firefly that he wanted 
to come aboard. The captain thereupon gave 
orders for the Firefly's course to be altered, 
and then he hurried below in order to in­
form the Doctor that the Dolphin had been 
sighted. . 

After that had come "the fight in the alley­
way, leaving Nelson Lee, Jack and the 
Doctor locked in the cabin, and three men 
placed on guard outside, while the mate p're­
pared a charge of dynamite, by means of 
which the door should be suddenly blown 
open, and the detective overpowered befote 
he had time to carry out his threat of killing 
the Doctor._ The captain's wound, which was 
not a serious one, was then bound up, and 
he limped on deck. 

By that time the passengers had becon1e 
thoroughly alarmed, and as soon as the cap­
tain arrived on deck he was surrounded by 
an excited crowd of men and women, who 
insisted upon kno,,1 ing what had happened. 
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Ho triecl to put them off ,vitl1 evasi,·e 
ans\vcrs, but the more l1e shuffled t-he more 
they gre,v convinced that tl1erc had been foul 
play.. Some of t.hem-Etl1el Anderson 
a1nongst tl1cm-de1nancled th,at tJ1ejr should be 
allowed t.o see Jack Longford, in order to 
satisfy tl1em:ielves tl1at lie ,vas safe. ,:1.r11e11 
the captair1 rcfttsccl, tl1e pas:;engers broke out 
ir1to open rc,rolt... accused hi n1 to his face 
of bci11g a 1t1urdcrcr, and dcn1an<lcd to be 
taken asl1ore ,,,.ithout any further delay. 

·'' It isn't J?our f,ault. It's tho f attlt of that 
cursed N clson Lee ! '' 

Tl1e captain sco,vled and bared his tcctl1 
in a ,renomous snarl. 

'' 1•11 flajy him alive "~hen I get l1old of 
l1im ! " l1e hissed. "Is the dy11amite reac.iy·?" 

'' y-r 11 • d th t · cs, sa1 . e ma .e. 
'' Tbe11 the sooner ,ve set to ,vork tl10 

}Jetter, H. s~id th~ captain, glanci11g to,vards 
the Dolph111, lvl11ch ,vas no\v but a 1nilc and 
a l1alf a,va:y-. '' Tl1e Chief "~ill ho l1crc i11 

With a desperate rush, Jack Longford reached the side or the crook's ship. Too late ! Even 
as he clambered over the rail, a shot rang out, and the young inventor gave one piercing cry 

and fell headlong Into the sea 1 

This, of course~ brottgl1t matters to a ~risis. 
The captai11 summo11cd the crc,v, and ordered 
them to dra ,v their rc,·olvers. Ono of the 
hatcl1es leacling into the stearner's l1olcl '\"18.S 
then remo,red, a11d tl1e passe11gers ordered 
to descend. B.Y ,Yaj1 of hastening tl1cir n10,re .. 
ments, the captain orclered tl1e cre,v to fire 
a. "·olle~y o,·er their heads, ancl ,vl1cn this had 
been <lone lie comn11a.ndcd Etl1cl .;\nderson 
to bo seized a11d cauied to his c,al1in, tl1ere 
to a\-\1 ait the arrival of the Cl1ief. 

'11hen the captain tttrned to the mate. 
'

1 '1,l1is is a bac1 business-a \"cr_y ha.cl bt1si­
ness, '' he said, sl1aking his head. "There'll 
be the deuce of a ro,v '"~hen tl10 Cl1icf arri,·es, 
but I don't see that I cot,ld have acted 
differently.'' 

~• Of course you couldn't I'' said tho mate. 

t,vcnty min11tes or so, and before he arri ,,.es 
,ve n1tist ma11age by hook or by crook, to 
liber,ate the Doctor and sect1re N el.son Lee."-

,, Corns along, t}1en," said the n1ate. 
'' E ,f'er'-"'thina' s re adv 1 '' .J O ... 

In the n1eantin1e, Nelson Lee was pacing to 
and fro in the Doctor's cabin. Tito tl1ougl1t 
of his helplessness stifled him, and by-and-by 
l1e staggered across to the portl1ole, for the 
purpose of openi11g it and admitting a breath 
of fresl1 air. As he did so, bis ejres fell on 
tl1e Dolphi11, '"'Thich ,vas the onl:y , .. essel in 
sight. He did 11ot l{nOwt of course, tl1at it 
,vas the Dolphin, a11d he turned to Jack ,vith 
a gestt1re of impotent despa.1r. 

'' Look: there!'' he said. '' There's a vessel 
close at l1and-not more than a mile and a 
ha~£ a,vay. If I could o~ly discover some 
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,vay of escape from this cabin, it \Yould be 
the easiest thing in the world to leap over­
board and swim to this vessel in search of 
help ! ''- . 

'' You couldn1 t enlarge the porthole, I st1p­
pose ?" suggested Jack. 

The detective shook his head. 
•'Impossible,'' he said. '' The only possible 

chance would be if there happened to exist 
a secret door or a sliding panel.'' 

As he uttered these ,vords the Doctor gayo 
a slight and imperceptible start. Slight as 
it ,vas, the detective noted it, and insta11tly 
checked himself. 

·" Give me that revolver!'' he said. 
He snatched tl1e revolver from Jack's hand,· 

and thrust it into the Doctor's face. 
"There is a secret door 1" he said, in 

tones of profound conviction. '' Your eyes 
betray you 1 .Where is it? Quick-answer 
n1e ! " 

'' There's a trap--door under the rt1g 011 

,v l1ich yott're kneeling I" whimpered the 
Doctor, shivering with terror. 

'' Where does it lood to?', 
" To the lower hold.'' 
'' If I let myself down into the hold, can 

I find any way of getting on deck and leap­
ing overboard?'' 

'' I don't know,'' replied the Doctor. '' I 
swear I don't kno,v-but there may be a 
way, all the same.·,, 

Quick as t·hought the detective h.a,nded 
tho revolver back to Jack, and ,vhisked 
a,vay the rug on which .he had been kneel­
ing. A small trapdoor was then revealed, 
which Nelson Lee, "rith trembling fingers, 
promptly raised. -

''Splendid!" he exclaimed, turned to Jack, 
a11d speaking in a low, excited ,vhisper. 
'' There's a rope ladder fastened to the 
under surface of the door, _which apparently 
leads rigl1t do,vn into the hold. I'n1 going 
to descend and explore. Keep that revolver 
to tl1e Doctor's hood, and if anybody 
attempts to tamper w-ith the cabin door you 
kno,v ,vhat to do." 

,vi-thout waiting for Jack's reply he placed 
his f ect on tl1e 11ppermost rungs of tho lad­
der, and commenced to descend. Just as he 
reached the bottom he was startled by a 
deafening report, accompanied by a blinding 
blaze of light, and in the twinkling of an 
eye he grasped tl1e fact that the cabin door 
11ad bcc11 burst open by tho aid of dynamite. 

Quivering witl1 excitement, ho started to 
s,v-arn1 up the ladder again ; bttt long before 
he reached the top, the crc:~v rusl1ed into the 
cabin, and sccur~~ Jack, ,vho l1ad been 
hurled to the ground by the force of the 
explosion. An instant later the captain 
thrt1st his revolver through the open trap­
door and fired at random fnto the darkness. 
1,!ie detective sa,v the glean1 of the revolver, 
an·d ·sprang off the ladder in tho nick of 
time. By doing so he undoubtedly saved 
his life, but the conseqt1ence of his action 
was an ugly fall to the bott.om of the hold; 
which momentarily stunned him. 

And before he had time to collect l1is 
scattered ,Yits the ladder was l1at1lcd up 
i11t.o the cabin and the trapdoor closed ,,·ith 
an ominotts bang 1 He was trapped ! 

CHAPTER 10. 
Doomed I 

A QU .. L\.RTER of an 11our later the 
Dolpl1in ho,~e to, a boat dropped f ron1 
davits to the water, and the Chief 
was rowed across to the Firefly. He 

knew nothing, of course, of the resct1e of 
Jack Longford, or of Nelson Lee's atten1pt 
to o, .. erpower the captain and the Doctor. 
From tho Dolphin's deck, however, he J1ad 
witnessed .through his glasses, tho short, 
sharp fight which had taken place between 
the passengers and the crew, and his face, 
as he stepped on hoard the Firefly was a 
curi.ous study of mingled excitement and 
anxiety. 

'' ,,1hat's happened?'' he dema11dcd, ignor­
ing the captain's salute, and confronting the 
Docter. 

'' You may well ask that!" said the Doctor 
bitterly. '' This is the blackest day in all 
our history. For the first tin1e si11~0 the 
Order of the Ring was founde<l, we l1ave 
met witl1 a serious check. The secrci, of tho 
Firefly is a secret no longer. Every passen­
ger on board is a,vare of the pt1rpose for 
w}1ich sl1e is. used, and if you'd been here .a 
little while ago :you would have heard them 
clamouring t-0 be ptit ashore i11 order that 
they might deno11nce us to the police.'' 

The Chief turned pale, then ia spasm of 
rage con,"ttlsed his face, and he whipred out 
his rcvolv·er. 

'' And ,vl10 is responsible for this?" J1e 
cried, gtaring round at the asscn1bled cre,v 
'"'Tit.h an air of tigerish ferocitJ~. "Sho,v n1e 
tl1e traitor "~ho has gi,,.en tts a,vay, and--'' 

"Nobody has given us a,vay," said the 
Doctor, interrupting him. '' It is11't a case 
of treachery, bttt of do,vnright carelessness." 

'' On ,vhose part?" demanded the Chief. 
"On yotirs.. I suppose," saicl tl1e Doctor 

q11ietly. "All this trot1ble has arisen throttgh 
yot1r carelessnesss in allo,ving Jack Lo11g• 
ford to escape." 

The Chie"f staggered back as thot1gh l1e had 
been strttck. 

"In allo,,,.ing Jack Longford t-0 escape!" he 
gasped. "\\1hat d'yo11 mea-n? J a.ck J_i0ng-.. 
ford didn't escape. He tried to, b11t I shot 
him-shot him dead, j11st as he was in the 
act of leaping o,·erboard." 

Tl1e Doctor shrugged his shot1lders. 
"Ccn1e ,vi t-11 me,'' he said. 
I-le led the Chief to his cabin. 
'' If yo11 shot Jack Longford, ,vl10 is tl)at ?'' 

he asked, pointing to the yo11ng engineer, 
who was lying in the bunk bound and help◄ 
less, with two of th.e crew mot1nting guard 
beside him. · 
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The Chief gave vent to a startled oat.h, 
and fa v·ottre·d Jack "Ti tl1 a scowl of malignant 
,. i11d ict.i ve11ess. 

'' Ct1rse l1im ! He's more lives than a cat!'' 
he hissed. "Ho\v and when did he come 
aboard tl1e Firefty 7" 

In ar1s,,·er to this question tho Doctor 
_ rapidlv 11arrated all that had happe11ed from 

the nioment Nelson Lee first sighted Jack 
,va,,n the moment ,,,hen the cre,v burst into the 

eabin, secured Jack and imprisoned the 
detecti, .. e in the lo,ver hold. 

.. You may leave us now,'' the Chief said, 
signing to the n1en. •• The Doctor and I will 
take care of Mr. Longford." 

The men saluted and silently ,vithdrew. 
The Chief then tt1rned to the Doctor. 

.. This a bad busi11ess, Doctor, a very bad 
bus ines·s," he said. 

"It is,,. admitted the Doct-0r. '' Still, it's 
r1ot so bad but it might have been '\'orse. 
\Ve may not have been able t-0 pre\'ent the­
passengers learning our secret, but ,ve 
haven•t let any of them escape to tell t-he 
11ews to the outside world. n 

''True,'' said the Chief. "That is certainly 
something to be thankful for. But "'hat 
are you going to do witJ1 these self •same 
passengers? You daren't set them. free arid 
allo,v them to return to their homes, for the 
first thing tl1ey would do would be to 
denounce 1'S to the l)<;)lice. On the other 
hand, you can hardly keep them in 
captivity for the rest of their lives. It seems 
to me that the Firefly must be sent to t.he 
bottom of the sea ,vith every soul aboard her 
-passengers, officers, doctor and crew!'' 

The Doct.or laughed uneasily. 
"If it's all the same to you, .. he said, 

ul'd rather not go to the bottom just yet." 
"Whet I mean is, the public must be 

rnade to believe that you've go11e do\\"ll 'Ylith 
tl1e ship ... 

'' Ah ! ., The Doctor heaved a sigh of re­
lief. "If it'a only to be make.believe," he 
said, '• I've no objeotion. What is your 
plan?" 

'' First of all,', said tl1e Cl1ief, ... I should 
I ike to be sure t-hat I',~e ttnderstood ),.Ott 
riahtly. Nelson Lee is in the Joy.•er l1old ?" 

'-/1 y II es. 
11 There's no possibility of him escaping, I 

suppose?" 
'' None what.ever.•~ 
uMiss A11derson is in the captain's cabi11 ?" 
6'Yes." 
"A11d t}1e rest of tl1e passengers are ir1 tl10 

t1pper hold.?" 
''Yes.'' . 
"Is there any £ear of them breaking out if 

they're left to t-hemsel ves for an liour or , .. so. 
"Not the sl ighteJt." 
'' \._.ery well t.hen," said the Cl1ief, risi11g 

to his feet. , .. I will no\v return to the 
Dolphir1. I \\·ill t!\ke Jack Longford and 
l\i iss Anderson w:th me.'' 

.. What's tl1e good 1•• interrupted tl1e 
Doctor. '' You'll never mnko him join us. 

so ,vhy not leave hitn here to perish along 
''" ith the rest?" 

'' That is my affair," said the Chief coldly. 
"I',"o s,vorn to make him join our ranks, 
nnd no man living ever knew me to draw 
back from an object ttpon which I had set 
my mind.,, 

"A.11 right,'• said the Doctor, shrugging 
his shoulders. '' Have it your own ,vay, 
You'll talco Jack Longford and Miss Ander .. 
son wit-h yot1? \Vhat next, .. 

"I have a bomb fitted with a time-fuse 
aboard the Dolphin," contin·ued the Chief. 
"It can be set as you ,vish to explode at any 
time required, and is quite capable of blo,v• 
i11g the Firefly to smitl1ereen·s. If you'll let 
011e of your men come willi me I'll give him 
this timed bomb, and also half a dozen nitro .. 
glycerine bombs. I'll then steam away in a 
,vesterly direction and the F.ire8y must follow 
suit and keep tl1e Dolphin in sight until it 
is dark. 

•• As soon aa I tl1ink it is dark enough 
for our purpose I'll l1oist a green light at the 
Dolphin's mast-head. When you see this 
light you must damp down your fires and 
blow off steam. Having brought the Firefty 
t-0 a standstill, you must muster the cre,v 
and order them to lower the boats. While 
they are doing this you must place the timed 
bomb on the engine-room floor and arrange 
the other bombs in a circle rottnd it. You 
must then return on deck and order the 
crew to get into the boa-ts. When everybody 
but yourself is in the boats you must rttn 
do,v11 into the engine-room again and sc~ 
t:he time-fuse on the largest bomb working. 
After that you will have to take your place 
in one of the boats and row to the Dolphin 
as hard as you can. 

"1,11 set the time-fuse on that bomb for 
forty-five minutes. Tl1at will give you time 
to reach the Dolphin t.o come aboard us and 
far u-s to a team off out of harm'a way. At 
tl1e end of those forty-five minutes the time­
f use will burn out and the bomb will ex­
plode. The conoussio11 will explode the nitro­
glycerine bombs, a11d the resttlt will be that 
tl10 Firefty with Nelson Lee and all her 
passengers will be blo\\·n into thousands of 

• pieces. 
u By that time you and tl1e rest of the crew 

\\
1 ill be safe on board the Dolphin. We'll 

crt1ise round at a safe distance, of course, 
until we see the Firefly blown up, and then 
,\~e'll st-eam a,vay and land the crew in twos 
and threes at various foreign ports. Both 
you and they, of course, will have to change 
your names and alter your personal appear­
ancea, and as soon as the public have ceased 
talking about the a\\·ful di!aster to the Fire­
fly-which will be reported as having 
fo11ndered with all l1ands-we'll purchase 
another \1'essel with the insurance money and 
start the ,vhole business all over again." 

For half an hour longer these two arch• 
villain.a continued to discuss this fiendish 
scheme; then the Chief returned to the 
Dolphin, taking J ac.k and Ethel with him. 
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Th.e F_ireJly's mate. ~ccompat~!ed t-hem; but 
presently 1·eturned ,v1th the t11ned bomb. nnd 
the nitro--glycerine bo111bs.. which }:le handed 
over · to the Doctor. The -t,vo vessels then 
st-earned off to,vards the ~·est, the Dolphin 
leading ·the way, tl1e Fjrefly follo"-ring in 
her wake. 

As · the morning ,vore on the Dolphin 
g1~aclually increased her lead, and by .noon 
she was fully a couple_ of n1iles ahead. She 
kept this distance until sunset, when both she 
and the Firefly hoisted the regulation. lights. 
For two hours long?r t.hese ,vere t.he only 
lights the Dolphin sho\\~ed; but when it was 
perfectly dark a green light flashed into 
vic,v bclo\v the "rl1ite or1e at the n1astl1eacl 
and the Doctor set t.o \\'Ork to carry out the 
L'1lief's instructions. . 

First of all the Firefly's furnaces were 
extinguished and all tJ10 steam in her boilers 
allowed to escape. As a nu tural co11squence 
of this her engines cc-:a~ed to ,vork and the 
ves.sel ·camf!• to a sta11dstill. The Doctor then 
ordered thd beats to te lo,vered, and while 
the crew were ~gRged iu this operat.ion he 
\Vent down ioto lhe engine-room, placed the 
timed bomb on the floor and arranged the 
ot-her bombs erourid it. 

He then returned on deck and ordered the 
crew to take their places ·in the boats. When 
the last of then1 had obeyed he hurried 
down to the engine-room again and set the 
time-fuse of the largest bomb working. That 
done, he rushed up on deck once more and 
sprang down into one· of the waiting boats. 

Two minutes later the crowded boats, six 
in number, were· speeding through t}ie dark­
ness towards the green light which was bur.n­
ing at the Dolphin's masthead.· 

Half an hour later still the Doctor and 
the Chief, · surrounded by their respective 
~rews; were standing on the Dolphin's deck, 
gazing at the Fire8y's twinkling lights 
\Vhich \Vere all that was visible of the vessel 
in the darkness and \\·aiting with feverish 
impatience for the flash· and the roar \\'hicl1 
would signalise her doom. 

CHAPTER ·11. 

Nelson Lee to the Rescue! 

A3 soon as he had recovered f ro1n t.he 
· stt1nning effects of his f al I Nelson 

Lee struck a match and proceeded to 
t.ake stock of his surroundings. He 

then discovered that the place in which 110 
,vas imprisoned waa that portion of the 
lower hold which was nearest the Firefly's 
stern. It was separated from the main hold 
and the upper hold in which the passengers 
,vere imprisoned by watertight bttlkheads,. 
and the only meand of enterir1g it-\vitl1 the 
exception of the trapdoor in tl1e floor of the 
Doctor's cabin-was a hat.ch\vay in the lo,ver 
deck, which was covered with a ,vooden 
hatch and secured by iron bars. 

Rising 0L1t of the ~ middle of the floor was 

the dome-shaped roof of the '' snaf t-tt1nne],,. 
a massive iron tube, six feet high and foul' 
fee·t ·· broad, covered on the ot1t.side with 
wood and containing the long steel shaft 
which turned the screw propeller. This tube, 
of course, ran all the way along the botton1 
of the vessel from the engine-room to tl1e 
stern, but only the last few yards of it ,vere 
•in the hold in which Nelson Lee was 
confined. 

In a cargo sl1ip this portion of the hold­
the iftcr-hold, as it is called-would doubt­
less have been crammed with cargo. In the 
Firefly, ho\vever, it was merely t1sed as a 
sort of general dumping grou11d fo~ st1per­
O.uous stores and lum·ber. By the t11ne tl1e 
detective had examined most of the Jitter 
his small. s11pply of matches ,vas almost ~x­
hausted. By rummaging amongst the card­
boa1·d boxes, ho,vever, he was lucky enough 
to · discover a box· of candles, and as soon as 
he 1it one of these, and had stuck it in an 
empty bottle, he seated himself on a crockery 
crate and set to work to devise some scheme 
for ma·king his 'escape. .- · 

A few mintttes later the Firefly came to a 
sudden stop, and, after remaining at a stai1d­
still for t1pwards of half an hot1r, her pro• 
peller once more began t.o re,-rolve, and tho 
vessel resumed her voyage. 

After carefully considering t.ho sitt1ation 
from every· point of view, and after 
thoroughly e~ploring every nook and cranny 
of tl1e hold, Nelson Lee came to the conclu­
sion t.hat the only possible \Vay in which ho 
could hope to escape was to break into the 
sha(t tunnel and crn,vl along it to the engine­
room. If fortune favoured him, · there was 
jt1st the chance t-hnt he might be able to 
gain the deck before he was discovered, and 
if once he st1cceeded in · leaping overboa1·d 
he had every confidence in his ability to keep 
himself afloat until some passing vessel picked 
him up. 

Fired by tl1ese hopes, he took up the 
candle - and started to ht1nt amon~t the 
lumber for suitable i1nplements to aid hirn 
in his task. From amongst the litter he un .. 
earthed an axe, a couple of chisels, a hand­
drill and a hammer-head. They we1·e 
damaged tools, but he soon made them ser• 
viceable enough for his purpose. 

With the aid of the axe he chopped a,vay 
about two square ~yards of. the ,vooden casing, 
this re,·ealing the outer s11rface of the n1as­
sive tube, whicl1 ,vas composed of iro11 plates 
riveted together. In order to reacl1 tl10 in­
terior of the t11nnel it \\·as necessa1'y for 
Nelson Lee to make an opo11ing in one of 
the plates sufficiently large for him to cra,,·l 
tl1rot1gh, and this he proposed to do by 
1neans of the hand-drill in the fi1·st place., a11d 
the hammer and cl1isels later on. 

By ,vay of a beginning he n1a1·ked ... 01.1t a 
cir~le on one of the plates witl1 the J?01nt .~f 
a rusty nail. He then took 11p t.he dr1JJ, ,v1tt1 
tl1e object of bori11g a nttmber of holes nll 
rot1nd this circle; bt1t just as he was about 
to commence operations he ,vas startled by a 
muffled hum of voices inside the tunnel. 
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to the ordeal of q·uestioning. The next made 
a brave attempt to tell her rescuers what ~ad 
happened, but fa!nted before she could finish 
her story. The l1tt_Ie th~t she ~old, ho,ve,:e:, 
,,·as st1fficient to give rise to 111tcnsc exc~te-
111ent .and sensation, and each succced111g 
JJassenger as the men hat1led tt1em ashore, 
was cagcr'ly qt1estioned for additional details. 

In this "~ay the whole of the terr:,1-Ie story 
"·as gradually ltnfolded. 

Sir Philip was aghast with horror as ho 
listened to this startling tale, which vlas not 
told all at once, but little by little, as each 
~uccecding passe11gcr was bro11ght ashore and 
sent up t'he cliff to Forelands Hall. Tboso 
,vho saw his terror-stricken face a.nd observed 
l1is inward agitation, thougl1t that he ,vns 
distressed by the news that Ethel had been 
n1a·de a prisoner and taken aboard the 
J)olphin. But again they were mistaken. It 
was not of Ethel that he was thinking now, 
bt,·t of himself. 

•• We do11't know everything, even yet.'' 
it ,vas the voice ·of one of the rescued pas­

se11gers whom tho visco11nt was assisting up 
the winding path. 

-.. Mr. I~e says that Mr. Longford was per• 
fectly right when he described the Firefly as 
a murder ship. He says he knows for a fa.ct 
that the Doctor had been pa.id to get rid 
or· one of the passengers. He knows tho 
lady's name '' -

'lite voice died away and the rest of the 
~cntence · was inaudible. But Sir Philip had 
l1eard more than enough. At one fell swoop 
J1is ne,v-born hopes had been dashed to the 
ground. His secret was kno,vn-known to 
N e·lson Lee I 

.. ~.1othcr scrap of conversation floated down 
from the winding path end interrupted the 
train of Sir Philip's thought. 

•'Yes; that's Nelson Lee, standing on the 
llpper deck. we· wanted hin1 to be _the first 
to come as11ore, but he insisted on being the 
last.'' 

'' If he's going to be- the last to. leave the 
sl1ip, I've ample time to get_ ready to receive 
him !'' muttered Sir Philip, between his 
clenched teeth. 

He turned on his heel and began to asceaj 
the cliff. He n1ade h'is "~ay to the summit, 
and then entered the house and ,vent in 
search of a g1.1n. In his lordship's den he 
found a. sporting rifle, and it ,yas not long 
before he had found tl1e am.munition and had 
loaded· tho weapon. Then he crept stealthily 
out of the house and made his ,va;y by un­
frequented paths to a clump of stu.nted 
bt1~hcs half-way down the face of the cliff. 

_ T n the meantime, the last of the passengers 
had been ~ilulcd ashore, and the cradle had 
bcPn se-11t nick for Nelson Lee. 

Crot1ching be}1ind tho bushes, with the 
1·iflo to his shoulder, Sir Pl1ilip sa ,v the de bee• 
tive lo,ver hims~lf into the c1·adlc. He saw 
J1i111 gi,-e the sig11al to those on shore to 
'' J1aul a,vay. '' He saw the cradle, ,vith its 
l1t1n1an freight, glide into tl1e ha,,,.ser towards 
t'he cliff. He waited l1ntil it l:iad half com­
pleted its jo11rney-till Nelson Lee hung 

poised ir1 mid-air above the l1t1ngry "·ayes 
-then he fired I 

.... t\ tongue of flame leaped through the 
stunted bushes, and a short sharp cr.ack 
blended with the thunder of the breai-.ers 011 

the rocky beach below. , 
But the b11llet whic•h had been n1ea11t to 

pierce the detective's heart cut through tl1c 
strands of the straining rope on ,, .. J1ich the 
cradle hung. As if by magic the hawser 
snapped in t,Yain, and the next instant. to 
the horrified amazement of the cro,vd be.Io,,r, 
the cradle a11d its -,olitary ~cupant ,,~ere 
swallo,ved up and lost to view in the madly• 
tossing bre.aftcrs ! 

CHAPTER 13. -. 

The Wreck of the Dolphin! 

T HE_ n1om~~t his deed was MCC>mp1ish_ecl 
Sir p·h1]1p t11rned and fled. \V1th 
swift but st('althy steps he i~ade his 
,vay back to the t.op of the cliff n11d 

re-entered the house. Unseen by tho ser­
vants ho stole t1pstairs to the viscout's den, 
,vhere he rapidly removed tho e_mpt~ ~~r• 
tridgc case and replaced tl1e rifle 1n its 
accustomed corner. 

He the11 went down to the dining-I"oom, 
,vhere a large number of the pasBengers "\\·ere 
assembled, and began to que.stion them con­
cerning Ethel's fate. A few mi11utes later 
tl1e door was suddenly flung open, and one 
of the rescued passenfer@ the you!lg Ji~tl· 
tenant, as · a matter o fact-burst into tl10 
room in a state of seething excitement, 

One glance at his pale, scared face was 
sufficient to tell the occu~nts of tl1e room 
tha~ something out. of the common had 
occurred, and with one accord they sprang 
to their feet and greeted ~im ,vit.h h~rso 

• quenes :· ... 
'' What's the matter?'' _ 
'' lfatter enough !'' he replif'd in· a hoars~, 

excited voice. '' An attempt-happily t•n­
suocessful-has been made on the •Jjf o of 
Nelson Lee!'' · 

Ai the _ words '' happily unsuccessfttl '' Sir 
Philip's heart aJrnost cea6ed to beat .and a11 
icy shi,·er shook bis frame. . . 

'' While ",.e were hauling him ashore,'' con-­
tinued the lieutenant, '' some scottndrel, at 
present unlt110,v11, fired at 11im from behind 
a cl-un1p of bushes l1alf-way llp the· cliff. The 
bullet cut the already frayed hawser clean in 
t,vo, and the cradle dropped· into the sea. Dy 
a lucky chance, ltfr. Lee st1ccceded in extri­
cating himself from the tangle of rop~s and 
c-anvas and struck out for the -~horc. Before 
ho l1ad taken a dozen strokes he ,vas over­
taken by an enormous breaker, w11ich rolletl 
him over and over like a cork" n11d finally 
c.nst him ashore at the foot of the cliff. '''e 
all tho11gl1t that he was dead; bt1t a.fter the 
doctor had examined him he said that l1e ,vas 
only stunned, and that with rest and care 
_ho tho11ght tl1at he "'?ould pull rot1n(). rrhe 
coast ,vatchers ~c now bringing him ltp to 
the hotlse, a.11d the fishermen have organisecl 
themselves into a search-party to hunt for tho 
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' I scoundrel who fired the shot. I'm going to 
join them, but I thought I'd better come 
here first and tell you what had happened, 
so that if any of you oared to help 1n tho 
search you could do so.''· 

i\'Iost of the ma.le passengers imm~diatcly 
volunteered to .i_oin the search-party, and 
left the room in company with the lieute .. ant. 
Sir Philip followed after them-not for :lie 
purpose of aiding them in their search, of 
coarse, but for fear his agitation sl1ould 
betray him to those \\·ho remained behind. 

.Scarcely k11owing where~ he was going or 
~vhat he intended to do, he staggered ot•t. of 
the house and wandt: ,d down the winding 
path that led to th~ foot of the cliff. Half• 
"·ay do,,'n he met the little procession which 
Yt"ae toiling upwards towards the hall. At 
the head were the viscount and the doctor 
from Bl&C'ksand. Behind them ,vero four of 
tl1e coa~t watchers. bearing the unconscious 
form of Nelson Leo on a roughly constructed 
litter. 

The n1oment Sir Pl1ilip caught sight of tho 
sad processio11 he w~s seized \\rith unreason­
ing panic. For ono brief instant ho ,vas 
ternpte<l to turn and Hee ; then he pt1llcd 
himself tog~ther and returned to the hall 
\\·ith tho men. Upon reaching the hall tho 
detecti ,re y.ras COO\"eyed to the viscount's bed­
room, \"\"here lhe doctor, assist,ed b_y Sir 
Philip and the viscount, undressed him and 
Jaid him in the bed. 

After tl1at Sir Philip excused himself, and 
le£ t tl1e others to attend to the unconscious 
detecti,r~, while he went and mingled witl1 
tho rescued passengers. Ho could not trust 
himself in ·~he same room with Nelson Lee, 
for he feared denunciation at o.ny moment, 
and all tl1e time he was trying to concoct 
some .plan of killing the detective beforo that 
denunciation· could be spoken, :)'et, rack his 
brains as ho might, he could tl1ink of no 
,,.ay tl1at offered suc006s with a minimum of 
risk. 

Yet when, later on, the viscount asked him 
to take a turn at · keeping "·at.ch beside 
Nelson Lee's bed, he could not refuse. lle 
took up l1is post and sat thcN} ,vatching tl1c 
white face of the detective, a murderous hate 
in his heart. 

But, he ,,.,.a,s not left there long. Suddenly 
tlic viscount burst into the room. \\pitl1 the 
~oung lictttenant and fi,re or six of tho 
1.• irefly's pa.ssengers at l1is heels. 

'' Prepare for a surprise!'' cried the 
viscount excitedly. ''Thero is another ship 
drifting to,vards the rocks. She is the 
DolpJiin. ,, 

''The Dolphin!'' almost screamed Sir 
Philip, his eJ·es starting from his head in 
t-.orrified dismay. '' The vessel on which my 
niece and Jack Longford~ and the Chief--'' 

His voice died &'K"&Y in a groan of despair. 
Ile staggered back -as though he were going 
to fall, out tho viscount darted forward and 
ca ug!i-t him in his arms. 

'' Hold up, old man!'' ho said s:rmpathetio­
ally. ··No sense giving \Vay )~et. If tl1e 
Dolphin comes ashore at a corl,renicnt spot, 

there's no reason ""hY Miss Anderson should 
not be rescu~d, after all.•• 

Sir Philip shivered from head to foot, for· 
tl1is ",.as exactly what he feared. If tho 
Dolphin ca_me a.shore, and those on board 
\\"ere rescuei in the same manner as tl1ose 
:,n board the FireOy had been, what ,vould 
be the· result? 11he Cl1ief and the Doctor, 
with all their rascally acco1nplices, ,,,.otiltl bo 
taken into custody the mome11t they stepped 
ashore. Ethel and J aok ,vould be f reo t-o 
tell their startling talc) and all \\"ould bo 
know11-all would ho lost ! 

'' Do 3tou 'think--'' bcgar1 Sir Philip, in 
a husky voice; but before he l1ad tin10 to 
complete his_ qu~stio11. the doctor reappeared, 
and eyed him 1n a strange and suspicious 
manner. 

'' You're very pale," ho said 111caningly, 
feeling his pulse. 

'' And no wonder !'1 retorted tl1c \~iscou11t.~ 
'' Have you heard tl10 ne\\'S? 'l'hat sl1ip 
which is driving ashore is tl1e Dolphin, the 
vessel on which Sir Phili1)'s niece ts a 
prisoner.'' 

''The worry and excitement is pro,·ing 
rat~er too much for you,''· said t.hc doctor, 
laying a kindly hand on Sir Philip's sl1ot1ldcr. 
''You had better take things quictlj•, ond 
hope for the best. If tl1osc on board th,, 
Firefly could be rescued, wl1v not tl1oso 
aboard the Dol11hin? Thero is .. 110 need to 
despair.'' 

Ho had scarcely finished spcaki11g ,vhcn 
tho viscount's college chun1 rushed into tl1e 
room. 

'' It's aw .. fu.l ! '' he cried. '' Tl10 Dolphi11 
struck the very end of tho Teeth, ar1d her 
bows orwnpled like so much paper, then she 
slipped off into deep water, and has gone 
down like a stone ! Every soul aboard her 
has gone to the bottom ! '' 
. A painful, deathlike silence fell on the-

11 ttle group. Every eye "\\·as ins~incti,,.cl v 
turned towards Sir Philip. .., 

' ' Catch l1im !'' cried tho )·oung licutena11t 
sudde!!ly. 

Bt1t the ,varning came too late. Sir Philip 
fell to t.hc grottnd in a dead faint. 

--
CHAPTER 14. 

The Struggle on the Cliff! 

HEN Sir Philip awoke he f ottnd }1in1-
sclf on the couch in tl10 ,,.iscou1lt's 
'' d " Th · en. e sun ,vas strcan11ng 
through a 1nullioned \\"indow at tl10 

end of the room, and a clock 011 the r11antel­
piece pointed to half-past t,\·el,pe. Jtot 
se,~eral minutes he· lay in a drea1ny re,~crie, 
f<?rgetfu! of all ~hl!,t had happened the pre­
vious night, obl1v1ous of tl1e sword ""hich 
\Vas hanging over his head. Then, all at 
once, \\"ith a whirlwind rush, his memory 
came ha.ck, his terrors returned. · 

Had Nelson Lee recovered consciousnesJ 
yet? Had he told what ho knew of tho 
baronet's guilty connection "~itl1 the Order 
of the Ring? Such were tl10 questions which 
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flaBl1etl acros;s l1is ,vakc11i11g brai11, and 
racked l1i111 ,vitl1 torturing suspe11se. In tho 
1niclst of tl1cse torturing thoughts the door 
sucldenly S\Yt1ng open and the viscount peered 
into the room. 

'' ... .\.11, ) ... ou're a,vake, I see!'' he said, as 
]1e closecl the door and entered tl1c room. '' I 
just peeped in to sec if yott \'tere all right. 
,flow are :you feeling af tor yotlr long sleep? 
Better, I hope.,, 

Sir Philip instant]) ... a1~ose, making ot1t th~t 
he had f ull~y recovered and apologising for 
tl1e incon,"e11icnco he migl1t have caused. 
The ,~iscou11t "~antccl him to roma.i11 at tho 
hall for a tune, bt1t the ba.ronet explained 
tl1at lie desirecl to be alone in his grief for 
11is lost niece, and nothing '\\·011ld satisfy hin1 
b11t tl1at l1c rctt1r11cd to Blacksand Grange 
at cr1ce. and Lo1d Forcla11lls, l1olvever st1r­
priscc.l he migl1t feel 

,vo11ld still l)e t1nconsciot1s ,vl1c11 111icl11igl1t 
came. ·Ho ,vot1ld be lyi11g i11 tl1e ,·iscot1nt~s 
·bed, \\' i th l1is head just t111der tl1e ,vindo,v. 
In all probabili t,y there ,votlld be noboc]y 
else in tl1e roo1n but the Nttrsc from Black~ 
sand. ....\ qu~ck revol,rcr s11ot :_ ~ 

' ' I' l l <lo it ! ' ' 111 tl t t ere d Si r Phil ill gr i 111 l y. ; 
'' I'll start ot1t from here no""·''· 

It "\Vas half-past ten. Sir Pl1ilip an11ounccd 
his intention of going to bed. tie pt1t 01-1t 

the ligl1ts in the library, arid retired to 11is 
bed-roo1r1. Having locked tl10 door l1e slippccl 
the n1ask i11to ono of his 11ockets, a11cl the 
revoI-ver i11 t,o a11other.. '11 l1e11 l1c ope11ecl the 
window and slicl to t}1e grour1d tlo,,~r1 a stack• 

• pipe. 
'l'he nigl1t '\\-Tas so <la.rk that 110 cottltl 

scarcely see l1is l1and before his face. rl'l1e 
turnpike roafl ,,rl1ic}1 led to Jforela11dB Hall 

ra11 rou11cl tl1e baj,. and 
coulcl do notl1ing btlt 
[tcquiesce in tl1e stig­
ge~tion, and ordered 
tho car to tal~e Sir 
p} l j 1 i 11 }10 Ille. 
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throug}1 tl1e ,,.illago of 
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these ,vings }1ad long si11ce crt1n1bled i11to 
ruin, and \\"as little 111orc tl1an a roofless, 
,vin{lo,Ylcss sl1cll. Tl1e otl,cr ,vas only a trifle 
better, b11t tl1e roof ,vas still intact,, and tl10 
,,~ i11clo,vs "\-\'"ere boardecl up on tl1e inside. It 
\\·as sl1ut off fron1 tl1e rest of tl1c house, and 
,vas locally rcJ)Uted to be l1aunted. Tho 
central })Ort ion ,vas still in a fair ,tate of 
repair, a11<l \\'as tl1e only portion of the 
grar1gc ,vl1icl1 \\,.as inhabited. 

It ,vas l1alf-past one wl1en Sir Philip 
reac11ed the gra.11ge, ,vhere he sl1t1t hi1nself 
t1p i11 the library and gloornily re,,.iewed tl1e 
~,·ents of the past few da~ys. Be"fore leaving 
t}1e hall he l1ad ascertained tl1at Nelson I~eo 
l~ad not ~yet recov·ered consciol1s11css, so that 
]1e ,vas still safe, a11cl tl1crc ,vas still time to 
elf) ~omctl1i11g·. 

'' If Nelson Lee sl1011l<l clie v.1 itl1011t reco, .. cr­
i11g conscious11css ! " 

He repcatetl tl1is pl1rase to hin1self a l111n­
rlrecl tin1cs. The scnte11ce sec1ncll to clance 
l)efore l1is C\yes in letters of fire. He flung 
11 i 111sr~ l f in to an easy-chair an!l l1t1ricd his 
face i 11 11 is l1 a11 cl s. llo pictt1rc<l to ]1 i111sclf 
tl10 roon1 in ,vl1icl1 the clctcctiv·e lay. It ,,,,as 
~it.t1a.tccl 011 tl1c first floor of Forclands IIall. 
The 1Jecl ,,,,a~ in1r11ediatel,1 tincler the ,vinclo,v. 
()u t~i<le tl1e. \V intlo,v ,vas an iro11 balcony. 
13c 1o\v tl1e balco11:'l tl1c ,,~all ,vas ivJ' clad. 

Ile 11acl lcar11t fron1 t.110 viscot1nt tl1at tho 
r1 oc tor 11 a Ll s a i cl in tl1 c zno rn in g th at Ne lso11 
Loe ,vot1lcl probablv remain unco11sciot1s for 
a not 11cr t\vel ve hot1 .. r~. Tha.t mea,nt that he 

11
t1r11ing IL ll tJ1e co1 lar 

of l1is coat-, for the 
11igl1t ,va:-S as chill:y as 
it wa.~ cla.rk, l1c start~d 

to grope }1is ,vay do,vn tl1e bo11lder-stre,vn 
face of t.he cliff. He ,vas half-,va:r do,v11 
when the sot\11d of aJJproacl1ing footsteps fc]! 
on his startled ears. Before he l1ad ti1110 tn 
conceal himself the dark11ess ,vas illt1mi11cd lJy 
the flash of an electric torch, an(l a mome11t 
later the burly form of the Blacksand co11-
st.able came i11to view. 

He was scrambling 11p the cliff ,vitl1 a 
ct1riotlS mixtt1re of haste an<l stealth, a11cl 
every featt1re of his jolly-looki11g face wa3 
ql1ivering with excitement. Upon seeir1g Rir 
Pl1ilip, ,vhom he did not recognise at first, l1is 
}1and flew to,vards his trttr1cheon, and he 
flash.ed hi~ torch ir1to the baro11et's face. 
Tl1cn }10 saw ,vho it vlas, and a lo,v, excited 
cry b11rst from his lips. -

'' Sir Philip!'' he gasped. '' The ,·ery n1ar1 
I \Va!; coming to see!'' 

'' Inclced?" said Sir Philip cold]~,. '' .. ~11d 
,vl1y ,vere yot1 co111ing to 6eo me?'' 

'' To bring yot1 goocl 11c,vs, '' said the ~011-

sta'blc, lo,verir1g l1is voice to a ,vhisper. '' I 
lvas comir1g alo11g the beach jus-t 110,,,, ,,,}1er1 
all of ia. sl1clcle11 I l1eard the sou11cl of , .. oices 
ir1 0110 cf tl1e caves at the foot of tl1is cliff. 
T}1inks I to n1yse1f, it's 1nigl1ty qtteer t.l1at 
there ~110111<1 ·be ar1~vborly i11 these ca,"es at 
this time o' night. So I cra,vls 011 my hands 
ancl l<necs to the 111ol1tl1 of tl1e ca·ve a11cl 
quietly peered i11si<le. A11d Vf hat d'yot1 tl1i 111, 
I sa,v ?. " 

'' Ho,v shot1lti I k110,v ?'' saicl Sir Pliilip 
testily. '' Smt1gg·le1·s1 I suppose!'' 
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'' Tl1at's j11st ,vl1at I thottgl1t Il)yself at 
first," said tho co11stable. '' 'l.,here '""ere se·ven 
or eight men, sitting round a drift,vood fire. 
and it ,,~as plain to 1ne that s01ne of tl1cm 
,,·ere sailors. Bttt ,,,11e11 I lister1ecl to their 
talk a bit I eoo11 fo1.tncl out tl1at tl1ey ,Yere 
a darned ~igl1t ,,~orse thn.11 a11:r srnl1,gglers, for 
<)ne of t.he1r1 ,Yas tl1e Chief of the Or<ler of 
the I~.i11g, a11otl1e r ,,·as the l)octor., a11d the 
1·est- ,vere n1ernl1ers of the Dol1Jhi11's cre,v !', 

Sir PhiliIJ reeled as tho11gh lie l1acl beer1 
strt1ck. 

'' Is tl1is tl1e tr11tl1 ~,,.ot1're telling me?'' lte 
dc1na11ded l1oarsely 

'' Gospel trttth. sir!" said tl1e co11stabie im­
pressively·. '' llut I l1aven't tol{l )"Otl all. 
I .,-vir1g ir1 {111e currier of t l1e cavern bot1n d a1H1 
g a g g C cl' '',as a ('a 11 l. 0 l l n g f C 110 'V ' ,v i t h fa i r 
hair, ,vl101n I tool( to be 1\J r. Lo11gfor(l. I1_y 
l1is sic!c ~ a] so bot111d arid ga,ggecl, y·;' as J'Oll r 
niece, l\Iiss Etl1el Anclcr8c>n !'' 

If a lJ0111l1 l1ad s11clde11ly cx1llodecl at Sir 
Philip's feet it. eottl<l scnrcel_y l1a ve (1isma:yed 
l1im 111ore tl1a11 tl1e constab1 · 
For o secor1cl or t,,V'l he '\Y 

lysed ,Yi ll1 terror a11d des 
Jlttlled l1i1nsc 1 f togotl1er a11d 
s1)enk 

'' Tl1is is good ne,.,·s, i11de 
i11 a h t1sky , .. oice. '' 1-f a , .. a ··!i 
)~Ottr discovery to any·or1e els 

'' Not Jret," said the cons ta 

• 

A steely ligl1t flasl1ed into tl1e baronet's 
e~yes, arid his l1and stole s,,~iftly to\t·a.rds the 
po{~ket in ,r l1ich his revolver lay·. 

'' Y Ott ,vero goi11g ll}) to tl1e Gra11ge ,vhen 
I 111et )'OU, I belie,;.re ?'' he asl(ed, as 110 edged 
a little nearer his i11te11decl victim. 

'' I ,vas," said tl1e l1nst1spccti11g constalJle. 
," I \\"as going to tell J·ott \\i·l1a t I'd cliscov·ered, 
and thc11 I ,vas goi11g on to t.l1e ,·illage to 
get help t.o arrest those sco11nclrcls in tl1e 
cave. ' ' 

'' A ,-ery good idea!'' said Sir Philip. 
' ' \,7 b at ti n1 e i s i t. b :Y t r1. e by ? ' ' 

Tl1e constable tl1r11st his har1d l)eneatl1 hi~ 
ttluic to pltll 011t l1is ,vat.cl1. At the same 
ir1stant Sir Philip ,vl1ipr1ed out 11is revol,rer 
a11(l t l1r11st it into tl1e co11stable's face. E,~en 
as lie c.licl so, 11e })rcssecl the trigger; 1Jut a 
s}1arrl c1icl~ ,vas t l1c 0!1ly· resr)onse. IIis re-­
\·ol vcr l1ad 111issecl iire, arid l1efore l1e co111d 
fire a seeor1cl ti1ne, the cor1stalJle str11ck: up 
l1is ar111 a~1<l se11t tl1e ,Ycapo11 fl~yir1g fron1 his 
g·rasp. 

\\Titl1 a rnn r of l>afficd rage Sir Philip 
: 's throat. Tl1e latter 

,,·ith }1is fist, and t11e 
le11gth on t.he grottnd. 

n1blir1g to l1is feet the 
truncheo11. Nothing 

t1sl1ed at him a second 
aimed a blo,v at his 
<lt1cked in tl1e nick of 
momcr1t tl1e t\YO men 
ot.}1er's arms. 
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After a short wrestlin-g bout., the constable that your house was on the lop of the cliff. 
ftt1ng his assailant off and hurled him to the Il I had had strength I should have come to 
ground again. Before Sir Philip could regain you right away, as soon as we la11ded, bttt 
his feet the policeman threw himself on him I didn'l feel equal to climbing this cliff till 
and fastened hu; hands on his throat. Despite I'd had a reat, and ,1'!1 the time I'd had my 
this, Sir Phi!ip still contin11ed to defend real it was daylight. For the whole of to-day, 
himself with savage de~peration; but little therefore, we've been hiding in the cave, 
by little the consta'ble gained the upper band. and as I told you before, I was on my way_ 
till at last, with a swif, and dextelOUI PIOYe- to see you when I met you. And now, tell· _ 
ment, he rolled Sir Philip 0Ter on hia back me, oow did the Firefly get on ? Were the 
and seated himself astride bu chest. paaaengers rescued?'~ 

••It's all up now, Sir Philip!'' he panted. ••Every one of them,'' said Sir Philip. 
as he fumbled for his handcuffs. ''You ma7 ''Then everything is known?'' asked the 
as well come qt1ietly, or,--'J Chief. 

The sentence ended in a gurgling moan, for ••Not everything,'' answered Sir Philip. 
even as he spoke, a dark form leaped athwart And he forthwith plunged into a rambling 
the gloom. A knife-blade flashed through the account of all that had happened. 
murky air; the constable's lim·bs gave a quick, • •But why are you so anxious to dispose of 
spasmodic twitch, and he fell back dead I Nelsen Lee?'' asked the Chief, when Sir 

Philip made an end of his tale. '' Yot\7 \"e 
nothing to fear from him. He may kno,v 
that you bribed us to murder Miss Anderson, 

CHAPTER 15. 
Fae, te Face with Nelsen Lee I 

SIR PIDUP scrambled to his feet, his 
brain in a whirl of bewilderment and 
dread. Somebody had stabbed the 
policeman in the -back so much he 

knew. But whoae was the hand thai· had 
.struck the blow ? 

He peered through the pitch darkneu, 
anxiously, .fearfully, doubtfully. Then a cry 
of amazement rose to his pallid lips. 

but h4l can,t prove it. Yot1've only to put a 
bold face on Uie matter, and deny everything, 
and what can he do? Absolutely nothing.'' 

'' All the same,'' aaid Sir Philip. ''I should 
feel far easier in my mind if I knew that 
he wu dead.,, 

''The Chief I'' he gasped. 
'

1 Yes,'' said the Chief._ ''Lucky 
time wasn't it?'! 

•• We'll attend to that,'' said the Chief 
grimly. •• The Order of the Ring is quite 
competent to deal with Mr. Nelson Lee. 
There,a no need for you to interfere. And, 
besides, at the present moment you have 
other and more useful work to do than trying 
to usassinate Nelaon Lee.'' 

I was ih ••wha, do you mean?'' asked Sir Philip 
ncno111Jy. ••What do you wish me to do?'' 

'' 1't was-as lucky for IQlt as for me,'' said 
Sir Philip fervent.ly. ~• You were following 
him, I suppose,,, 

'' Not knowingly,'' said the Chief, replacing 
his knife in his ~ket. •• rd DO idea Uiat 
he or anyone else had diacovered the IOOHJ' 
of our hiding-place. I waa aimpJy eoming 
up to the Grange to give you the welcome 
newa that we were alive. l WM half-way up 
the cliff when I heard the mund of voices. 
I paused and listened. I heard this fellow 
accost you, and telly~ what he'd discovered. 
I whipped ottt my knife and crept toward• 
-you. The rest you know.!!. 

••Then it's true ? '' said Sir Philip, more 
to himself than to the Chief. 

''What's true?'' demanded his companion. 
••what the constable told me. ' 1 

••True as gospel,'' said the Chief. •• A.s 
soon as I saw that the Dolphin "'as doomed 
I ordered the boats to be lowered. Some 
of them were smaslied to atoms ·before they 
reached the water, and others were swamped 
as soon as they were launched. In fact, to 
the best of my belief, t.he only boat which 
got clear of the ,vreck was the boat which 
contained the Doctor and myself, your niece 
a11d Mr. Longford, and five of the crew. 

•• More by luck than skill, we managed to 
land at the foot of t-his cliff., where we 
proniptly turned the boat adrift and concealed 
ourselves in one of the cavee. We had known 
a1I along that this was Blacksand Bay, a11d 

••surely. you can guesa! 1
' replied the Chief. 

••1n a cave at the foot of this cliff are the 
Doctor, Mia Anderson, Mr. Longford, and 
fiv4t of the Do]phin11 crew. Like myself they 
are in u~ent need of food and shelter and 
a hiding ace .. Your house is clos~ at hand. 
One of · e wings, I understand. 1s boarded 
oft' from the rest of the house. By this time, 
no doubt, your servants are in bed. Need I 
say more t•~ · 

••In other words, yot1 wiah· me to conceal 
you in my house,2.'' 

1
' Exactly.'' :a 

''For how Jong?'' 
'' Two or three days. I ha,·e an intimate 

friend in London, who is the owner of a small 
steam yacht. His name is Stephen Meredith, 
and he lives in Chesharo Place. To-nig_ht 
you will sm11ggle ua into your house. To­
morrow, I will give you a letter to take to 
Stephen Meredith. In this letter I will ask 
him to bring his yacht ·round to Blacksand 
Bay, and the first dark night after the yacht's 
arrival we'll all go aboard and bid you good­
bye. In the meantime, you will perhaps allow 
me to re1nark that we are wasting valuable 
time; so, with yottr permission I will signal 
to my friends, and then we'll adjourn to the 
Grange.'' 

Without giving Sir Philip time to repl)', 
he hurried a little ,vay do,vn tl1e cliff and 
cn1itted a long, low w·histlc. A few mi11utcs 
later the Doctor appeared, Betiind hi1n, 

• 
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The taxi-driver came slowly along the road past the gates or the sinister-looking house, the 
light from bis torch piercing the blackness. Suddenly it stopped and rested full on a still form 

that lay lo the middle of the road. It was the figure of Nelson Lee ! 
• 

closely· gnarclcd by t,,"'o of tl1c sailors., oome 
Jack Long£ orcl, \Yl1ose bane.ls ,vcrc bo11r1d be­
hind his back, nncl ,, .. l1ose n1otlt11 ,vas g.aggcd 
,vitJ1 a l1a.n(lkcrchief. Behi11cl Jack I~o11g­
forcl, also bot,Ycen t.,,·o sailors, can1e Etl1cl 
. llndersor1, si111ila.rly· bound a11u gagge~. I..,.ast 
of all, l)ri11.giug t1p tl1e rear, can1c t11e 
Dolpl1in's ~eco11c.l mate. 

In obeu ie11ce to tl10 Cl1ic£' s cou11nanlls, Sir 
Phi 1 i 11 s i] e 11 t l y l c d t 11 c , v a .v to t 11 e s ti n1 n 1 i t 
of the cliff. As tl1es· filccl tl1rottgl1 t lie l1ig 
iron gates th,at ga,·o incln1ittar1co to tl10 
gro1111ds of tl1e Grange, tl1c sot111cl of a car 
,vas l1card co111ir1g clo,vn tl1c road f ron1 tl1e 
clirc<:tio11 of lllacksand. 111 fcverisl1 l1asf·c 
Sir Pl1ilip <lr.aggcd tl1c last. of lii.s co111rm11ions 

tl1rougl1 and l111rriedl~y closed tl1c gates. 
Dcforo he had tirnc to sl1oot the bolts, ho,v­
o,·er, a car dasl1ed tt p and a, cottplc of 111c11 

s1)ra11g out. Ono of tl1em sa,,1' Sir Pl1ilip 
incl istinctl)" tl1rougl1 tl1c cl,ark11css_. a r1cl 111is­

took him for a Sl"'r, .. a11t . 
,. I-Ii, y·ott tl1erc ! Do11' t lock th osc ga tc.s r 

,, ... c'ro con1ing tl1rougi1 ! " he cried. 
As !10 t1tterccl t11csc ,yards lie stro(lc to­

lvards tl1e gate. ..\.s lie 1,assed the rays ot 
the car l1eaclla1n11s, tl1e glarir1g ligl1t illu­
n1i11ed J1is f acP, ancl Sir Pl1ilip staggerccl 
l1ack ,vith ar1 i11articttlatc er~' of clisn1a:y. 

Itor tl1e face ,vas tl1c f acr- of ~ Dlsor1 Lee! 
I-Io spun rottnd on l1is l1ecl. ,,·jtl1 t}10 in­

te11tion of ,vnr11i11_; l1is confederates. To l1is 



TllE "A .. ELSON LEE LlBBAR.Y 31 

_....,.,. 
I 

f 
I' 

i11tense relief, 110,Ye,~cr, tl1c\y \Vere no,,·}1ere 
to lJe s ce 11. ...\ s a 111 at t er of fact. t l 1 c C 11 i cf 
11 all recog11isccl t lie detect i Ye' s vo.ice as soo11 
.as t11c latter l1acl spoke11, a11cl i11 tl10 t,,·ink-­
li11g of a11 eye J1e h acl gli(led bchi11d a cl ump 
of busl1es 011 tl1e ellffe of tl1e c1rive. Tho 
re~t of tl1e part~y }1ad q t1ickly· f ollo,v~<l l1is 
ex,a1111)lc, ancl hacl clraggecl t}1eir prisoners 
a ft c r t l1c111. r1, o a 11 .a fl r1 ear a 11 c es, t }1 e cl r i ,yo 
,,·as clescrtcLl. 

By the ti111e Sir Philip l1acl gra~ped these 
f ac-t~, tl10 t,vo 111en ,vl10 hacl aligl1tccl from 
t l 1 e C'lc.1. r r1 a cl r ca c }1 c cl t h e gates, a 11 cl ,·v er c peer­
ing tl1rol1gl1 t 110 i ro11 bars. One of them ,·~;as 
~ el~o11 Lee, ancl tl1c otl1er ,,-as t-110 ·viscot1nt. 

'' Is J'our master at 11ome, n1y man:'' asked 
~elson Lee. 

B0f ore Sir Phi liJ) c-011 l d repl:y t 11c ~-iscol1nt 
had caught sigl1t of }1is face._ 

"H!allo, it's Sir Pl1ilip l1i111solf 1" l1c ex­
claimecl. '' Do11't vott l{no,v us. olcl n1an ?''· ... . 

"I dic.l11't k:no,v )'Ott tl11til s·oi1 spoke,'' rc--
pliecl Sir Pl1i Ii p, as lie opc11ecl the ga tcs. 
'' Glacl to sec J'Otl agair1. I ,Yas jt1st con1i11g 
over to J+our }1ot1.sc to ask after l\lr._ Lee .. 
Bt1t ,v ho is yot1r co111 J)a.nion? '' 

As }10 ia.sl{ecl the (]llCStion 110 peerecl into 
tl1e (letcctivc's face. Thc11 110 started back 
,vith a crJ· of feig11ed st1rprise. 

'' \\7 h)', it is l\Ir. Lee!'' }10 exclaimed. 
'' Of co11rsc, it is ! " sai(l tl10 ,Tiscol1nt, ,vi tl1 

a qtlict cl1t1cklc. '' Isn't 110 a mar,1'cl? He 
rcco,rerecl consciotlsr1css (Jlti te Sllllclenly, an<l 
t111ex11ectctll)', at l1alf-p1ast ten. I told J1im 
iall that had l1aJ)JJonccl, a11cl as soon as 110 

hear cl that J. o Lt ,v c r o living in th is n e i g 11-­
b o t1 r l1ood }1e cxpressecl a clesi re to f.,ce :yot1 
ancl h,a,·o fivo 111i11utes' cl1at ,vith yot1. I 
offered to sc11<l for :\'Ott, btit. lie said he ,vot1lcl 
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rather &<!e you at your own house. As he 
i1isists upon returning to London by the first 
train in tho morni11g, there was nothing for 
it but to bring him round to-night, late as 
it is. I hope you don't mind.'' 

''Not in the loost, '' said Sir Philip readily. 
'' On the co11trary, I'm delighted to see you. 
But come up into the house.'' 

'' No, thanks, I mustn't come in,'' said tl1e 
viscount, af tcr consulting his v.'atch. '' I 
must leave you no,v, as my sister is returning 
from town by the midnight train, and I'v~ 
promised to meet her. I'll drive round here 
on my \\ray back from t.be station, and by 
that time, perhaps, you'll ha,·e finished you~ 
chat, a11d Mr. Lee will be ready to go back 
,vith me.'' 

The detccti ve signified his consent, and the 
viscount accordingly re-entered his car and 
drove a,vajr. Sir Philip then led tho detec­
tive along the short, neglected drive, and 
admitted him into the house by means of his 
latchkey. He escorted him into the library, 
and SYlitched on the ligl1ts. rrhen he wa,·ed 
the detective i11to one chair, and seated him­
self in a11other. 

'' And now,'' he said, '' "'·l1at is it you ""ish 
to say to me?', 

'' I wilI answer your question with an­
other,'' said Nelson Lee, fixing his eyes on 
the baronet's face. '' \Vhiat do you know 
about the 9rder of tho Ri11g? '' 

He had l1oped to take Sir Philip by sur­
prise, to entrap him into a guilty start or 
a tcll-t.ale flush. But Sir Philip was on his 

• gwird. He met the detective's gaze with a 
calm, unfl.incl1ing st.arc. He arched his e:ye­
brows and sl1ook l1is head. 

'' I know nothing, of course,'' he said. '' At 
least, I only know ,vhat the rescLtcd passen­
gers told me yesterday.'' 

The detccti ,~e shrugged his sl1ottlders. 
'' I thi11k you know more than that,'' he 

said. '' Seeing tliat you paid the Ordor of 
the Ring a thousand pounds, in return for 
whicl1 they co11tracted to murder ~liss Ander­
son--'' 

Sir Pl1ilip leapt to his feet ,vith a gcst.ttrc 
of ,vcll-actcd indignation. 

'' I did ,vhat ?" he cried. '' I pai_d the 
Order of lhc Ring ia thousand pou11ds to 
1nurder my 11cicc? Are you mad, or is this 
your idea of a joke?" 

'' I a111 11oi tl1er mad nor joking,,., said 
Nelson Lee. '' The Chief of the Order t.old 
l\tlr. Longford, and Mr. Lo11gford told me, 
that ~rott l1ad paid them a tho11sand pou11ds ,, ---

'' It's a lie!" roared Sir Philip furiousl:y·. 
'' I never even heard of the existence of the 
Order of the Ring ttntil last night." 

'' Then ,vl1y did yot1 fire .at me fron1 behind 
those busl1es on the cliff?'' asked the detec-­
ti ve quietll'• 

It ,vas a random sl1ot, bt1t it strttck rigl1t 
hon1c. Sir PhiliJ.1 t11rned deathly pale, and 
a look of l1aunt1ng terror looped into l1is 
eJ·cs. Btit he quicJ.~ly recovered l1imself. He 
k11c,,r that ho had betrayed himself, b11t he 
banked on tl1e fact that Nelson Lee could 

prove nothing against him, howevor much 
he suspected. 

'' Now, look here, Mr. Lee," he said, sud­
denly changing his manner. '' ~et us clearly 
understand each other. \V:hat is your object 
in coming here to-night ? '' 

'' To make you an offer,'' aaid Nelson Lee. 
'' If you will turn King's e,,.idence, if you 
will tell me all you know about the Order of 
the Ring, if you will help me to unmask 
the identity of its members, I will say 
nothing about :your attempt to murder me,· 
and I ,vill do my best to get you off ,vith 
as light a sentence as possible for conspiring 
to murder your niece. That is ml· offer. 
What is your answer?'' 

Sir Philip burst into a· mocking laugh. He 
planted himself in front of Nelson Lee, and 
folded his arms across his chest. · 
., ' ' Now, listen to me, Mr. Nelson Lee,'' he 
said. '' You assert that I tried to shoot you 
last night ; I did. You declare that I am 
in league with the Order of the Ring; I am. 
You say that I bribed them to mt1rder my 
niece; l did. But you cannot pro1le it. Not 
one single jot or tittle of evidence oan :you 
bring in support of the charges ,v hich J'OU 

make, and to ,vhich I cheer£ ullJ" plead guilty. 
You admit that :rou got yotir information 
from Jack Long£ ord-but Jack Longford is 
dead. Even if he ,vere alive his unsupported 
testimony ,vould be worthless to conv·ict me. 
In a word, I am in the happy position of 
being able to def)'· you. I have notl1ing to 
fear from you-absolutely nothing-either 
now or at any -futuro time. You have made 
mo an offer, and l"OU have asked for my 
answer. This is my ans\\~er-there is the 
door! Unless )"OU leave this l1ot1se at once, 
I shall ring for the servants in order for 
them to throw you OLtt. And remember, if 
I hear of :}"OU spreading. any · slanderous 
reports about me bel1ind my back, I shall 
place tho matter in the l1ands of my soli­
citor, and prosecute )·Ou for libel. N al\~ got'' 

'' Very "·ell," said Nelson Leo, as he- rn.o,"cd 
-towards the door. '' I l1a,re gi·vcn :you ~,our 
chance, and :y·ou ha,"e ref used it. From no,v 
on it is ,var bct,,,.een us-,,·ar t.o the deatl1 ! 
In spite of j"Ot1r refusal to 11elp me, I sl1all 
:rot succeed in t1nmaski11g this inf an1ous 
leag11e of murdcrrrs a11d thiev·es, and ,vhen~ 
the day of reckoning comes--" 

Ho left the sentence t111finisl1ef1, }.;tit the 
menacing look that crossed his £.ace struck a 
chill of terror to Sir Philip's 11eart. An 
instant later }1e had passed throtlgl1 the door­
wa~y·, and the baronet ,vas alone. 

--
CHAP1.ER 16. 

Tracked! 

S IR PHILIP ANDERSON had made his 
secret guests as comforta.ble as ,vas 
possible in the ruined ,ving of the 
G_range, and. the follolving n1or11ing 

the Chief ga,·e him a letter to take to 
Stephen ~Ieredith in London. 



THE NELSON LEE :LJBRABY !8 

Nelson L~ had annou11cc<l his i11tentio11 of 
rctt1rning to London by the first train in the 
111orning, af tcr l1is intcrvic,v ,vitl1 Sir Philip. 
.Just as he was about to leave Forelands Hall, 
however, tl1c 11c,vs was brought tl1at the mt1r­
clcrcd conBtallle's body l1ad been foltnd at t.11e 
foot of the cliff Qll ,'7hich Sir Philip's hot1se 
stood. Instincti ,.rely, the cletecti ve connected 
tl1is latest crime with the o,vncr of tl1e 
(} range, and ho clccided, the ref ore, to post-­
pone l1i~ dcpartt1rc ttntil hCJ. had cxa111incd t.110 
IJody and n1~1dc a few inqttirics. 

Nothing came of J1is investigations, ]10,v­
evcr, and the upshot was that ne le£ t for 
I~ndon by the same train as Sir Pl1ilip. 
'l'herc ,,.,.as something .almost comical in the 
(lisn1ayed expression which crossed Sir 
l'}1ili1J's face when he sa,v tl1e detective 
~tanding on tho platform of Blacksand 
~tation. It is quite possible that the detcc .. 
tive migl1t nev·er have thot1ght of shado\ving 
Sir Pl1ilip, if the latter had not hoisted such 
u11mistakable signals of distress and agita­
t.io11. As it ,vas, the baronet's look of gyilty 
alarm at once excited the detective's s11spi­
cions, an(l he the11 .and there decided· to 
Fhadow him to his destination. 

\Vhen the tra.in arrived at Paddington, Sir 
PJ1ilip sprang out and hastened to the cab 
rank, ,vl:cre he jumped into a taxi, and 
ordered tl1c clri,rer, in a loud tone, to drive 
J1i111 to tho Elsir1orc Hotel in Oxford Street. 
Tl1e n1on1ent tl1e taxi drew ttp 011tside the 
door of tho hotel he sprang 011t on to the 
pavement, paid the driver, a.nd vanished 
i11to tl1e• spacioi1s entna.nce hall. From the 
e11t1·ancc hall, he strolled into t}1e billiard­
room. From the billiard--room he made bis 
escape, by means of a small side door, into 
(; lossop Road, w·hel·e he chartered a second 
taxi he found cruising there, a.nd drove to 
Chesham Place. 

'' That's thrown l1im off the scent, I'll 
bet!'' he n1utt.ered to himself, as he rang ihe 
bP.11 at Dashwood House. 

'' Is ~Ir. Mcreditl1 in?'' he asked the foot­
man, who opened the door. 

'' No, sir; l1e's away from home at 
present.'' 

'' Is hi~ secretary in?'' .asked Sir Philip, 
i11 accordance with the close instructions tl1c 
Chief had given him. 

'' Y cs, sir ; but he's engaged at present.'' 
'' \Vcll, I tl1ink lie ,vi11 see me if yoLt gi,·e 

hi1n my name. I am Sir Philip Anderson, 
of Blacksand Grange. I am the bearer of 
Q11 important m~ssage for your master.'' 

The footman accordingly ushered l1iin into - tr_~ ,)rawing-room, and left him to his O\\·n 
reflections for a 1noment or t\vo. At the end 
of that time 110 returned and condttcted l1im 
to a smaller 1·oom on the first floor. 

'' Sir Philip Anderson!'' anno11nccd the 
f ootn1an a! he opened tl1c door. 

Sir Philip ,valked in, and tl1cn drc,v back 
with an exclamation of surp1·iso. There 
,,1'ere two men in the room, one of whom 
,vas a pale y·o1111g man, who _was evi~cntly 
the sccrctarv. 'J"l1c other ,vas t11c Sqt11re. 

'' How d'you do, Sir Philip?'' said tl1e 
Sq11ire, advancing and shaking hands witl1 
hi1n. '' Y 01l seem to be surprised to see 111c 

here, but I can assuro you that you cannot 
possibly ho more st1rprised to see me tha11 
I am to see yott. How on earth ha,l'e yo1.1 
(ound j,.ot1r way here?'' 

"Tl1e Chief has sent me,'' said Sic Philip. 
'' The Chief!'' cried the Squire. '' Is it-

0c-in it be possible that the Cl1ief is still 
alivo1'' ·. 

' ' \Veil, he ,vas alive "at noon to-dn:y," re­
plied Sir Pl1ilip. '' He, iq,nd the Doctor, ,vitl1 
fi,rc of tho Dolphin's crew, and ~Iiss .A.t\nder­
son .and Jack Lo11gford, are at present iii 

hiding aat my house.'' 
For a second or two the t,,1'o men stared 

at him in i11credulous amazement. · Al) 
England ,vas ringing with the 11e"7s of the 
se11s.ational eve11ts which .had t.akcn place on 
board tl1e Firefly, o.nd everyone helie,·ed that 
tho Dolphin had gone down with e,-ery soul 
aboard. 

Nelson Lee would have preferred to }1avc 
kept the ,vhole affair dark until l1e could get 
11is hands on some, at any rate, of the gang. 
But tho re·sc-ued passengers, out of s}1eer 
gratitude, l1ad talked to the newspapermc11 

· in praise of his pluck and iBkil], and so the 
story becan1e public· property, as far as the 
passengers had been able to tell, althougl1 
there were 011e or two points of whicl1 they 
were ignorant. 

'' Stephen l\f eredith, '' of co11rse, '""as the 
name by whicl1 the Chief was known i11 pri­
vate li!c, and the Squire had actually come 
to Dash,vood House to take charge of the 
supposed dead Chief's papers and effect~~, 
An(l now, he learned that Stephe11 l\Ieredith,1 : 
alie.s the Chief of the Order of the Ring. -
was still alive, and hiding in B]acksanrl 
Grange. · 

As soon as he had reco\""erecl f ron1 t.Jtc 
shock of this pleasant surprise, he plied s·ir 
Philip ,vith eager questioQs, in reply to 
,vhicl1 tl10 baronet told him .all tl1at l1ad 
OCCltrred. 

'' This is the letter whicl1 the Cl1icf gave 
me for 1\1r. Mereditl1, '' he said, producing 
the letter from his pocket. -'' He said, tl1at 
if Mr. Meredith ,vas not at home I ,vas to 
give it to his secretary. He also said that l 
,vas to be sure to take him an ans,\·cr back.'' 

The secretary took the letter and broke 
the seal. Whilst he was reading jt, Sir 
Philip turned to the Squire. 

''By tl1e way, who is this ~Ir. ~feredith?'' 
he asked. '' Is he a member of t-he Order of 
the Ring?'' 

'' Never you mind about that,'' said th~ 
Sgtlire, ,vith a signifioont glance. '' He is; 
a friend of the Chief's, and that is quite 
enough £or you. If the Chief had intended 
you to know more about Mr. Meredit.h, he 
would doubtless have told you 1nore. \\7hat's 
in that letter?'' 

This last question was . nddressed to the 
secretary, ,v 110 promptly lwl11clcd him tho 
letter i~ rend for himself. • 
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''Thanks,,, said the Squire, after reading 
tl10 letter. '' You'd better ,vrite a line or 
two for Sir Philip to take back \\1 itl1 him. 
Tell the Chief that I am here, and that -I'll 
seo that his instructions about the l'acht are 
faithf ullJ' carried out.'' 

The secretary retired to a '"'riting-table, 
and r~urncd in a, f e,v minutes with a note. 
'11 he Squire took tl1c letter from t_ht, secre­
tar)''s hand, and gave it to Sir Philip .. 

'' Go straight back to Paddington, rand 
take the first train back to Blaacksand, '' he 
said. '' I fancy you'll find one l,~a.iting t.l1crc. 

· Bttt ~"ou'll ha,re to be quick t.o catch it.'' 
Sir Pl1ilip accordingly left the hot1se, and 

started out for Paddington, with Nelson Lee, 
who had easily seen through tl1c baronet's 
simple attempt to evade him by slipping out 
of tho side entrance of tho hotel, and ",.ho 
had followed him to l\·fr. Meredith's hot1se," 
close at his heels. The detective saw }1;m 

. take l1is seat in the Devonshire coast ex­
press, a11d ~hen he abandoned his qttest, and 
drove to his rooms in Gray's Inn Rood. 

--
CHAPTER 17 . • • 

Nipper Helps I 

SEVERAL weoks passed, and still Nelson 
Lee was u far as ef'cr from accom-­
plishing tho task he had set himself to 
perforo1. Still unrent ,,,as the , .. cil 

of mystery in which the Order of the Rir1g 
was enshrouded. 

N ecdlcss to sn.y, the detective "·as b:y no 
means idle during these long and dreary 
weeks. On the contrary, he spared himself 
neither night nor da.l·, for bot.11 Ethel Ander• 
son and Jack Longford \Vere still missing,, 
end no one could so.y whether tt1ey ,,rcre ali,,c 
or dead. 

Nelson Lee told his story to the altlhorities 
of Scotland Yard, and recei,,cd the Cl1ief 
Commissioner's promise of co-op~ration in 
his task. Then he r_,aid .a visit to the 
deserted offices of '' The Firefly C~rt1isi11g 
Company, Ltd., 1

' in tho hope of l)icking tip 
some usef Ltl information, but nothing came 
of his visit. '11 he police had alroody raided 
the offices, and l1ad arrested the manager and 
half a dozen clerks. All these, as a matter 
of fact, were n1embers of tho Order of tho 
Ring, but all protest.ed their innocence in 
the most indignant terms, and all ,v~rc sub­
sequently released for ,vant of c,~idenco 
against them. 

For tl1e ,vhole of tl1e next week tho detc-c­
ti v·e kept watch on Dashwood Hotisc. He 
had no idea, of cot1rse, that this ,,,as the 
residence of the Chief, whom he firml)' be-
1 ieved had been dro,vned in the ,vrcck of 
t.110 Dolphin. He merely kept '".atch on t.110 
hottse becat1sc Sir Philip had , 7 i3itcd it, and 
any h.ouse at ,vhicl1 Sir Philip ,,~as n ,·isitor 
,vas invested, in t.l1e eyes of Nelson LC'e, ,,,.itl1 
ia certain a.mot1nt of st1spicioM, bnt the onl~, 
rost1lt af I-1is ,,,eek•s inv~stigntion ,Yas t.l1c 

information that Mr. Stephen Meredith J1ad 
gono abroad. 

He went up to the Midlands t.o hunt for 
the big country house which conceal.~d tl1e 
coiner's plant at which the Squire officiated, 
bttt there ""ere so many country Jiouses, all 
of t}1em seemingly unco•nected \\'ith the 
Order, that the task ,vas hopoless from the 
start. J,ack Longford had no idea where he 
ha.d been taken on that fa" ~f ul night .. 

It must not be supposed for & moment t.l1.at 
Nelson Leo's enemies left hin1 in peace 
during the time that he "'as making these 
invcstigatidns. On the contr.ary, the Sqttirc·s 
unsuccessfl1l attempts to kill hin1 were many_ 
nnd "·aried. . 

Bt1t t1ntlaunted bv these attempts upon his 
life ~nmoved by the warnings \\Thich \\,.ere 
sho;,_,.ered ttpon him throttgh the post, t~e 
detecti,·e calin1y and doggedly purst~ed ht!. 
investigatio11s. But the clue for wh1ch he 
\\·as seeking, the clue he had ~ou~~t for. so 
long, eluded his grasp like a w1ll-o -the-\.\r1sp. 

'' I've h3d enough of t-his ! '' he m11ttered to 
himself one day. '' I'll do what I ought to 
ha,re done before. I'll disappear this very 
night! This is where Nipper can help me!'' 

He sent a telegram __ to Nipper at St • 
Frank's, in a code which they used bet,veen 
them and which was only known to them 
both. Then, close upon twelve o'clook tl1at 
night the detective was standing in a pri,,ate 
sitting-room at Roxby's Hote~ in ·the Stra~d. 
He had engaged it for the night, along with 
a bed-room, and had given his proper name 
and address. 

He had asked Nipper to tiring certain dis• 
guises to him there, and Nipper came di1·cct 
from St. Frank's with a suit--casc to Roxby's 
Hotel, not going anywhere near Gray's Inn 
Road. 

Nipper was perturbed. 
''You ought to let me come into this 

case \\'ith you, guv'nor, ,, he said earnestly. 
'' It's too risky, single-handed.'' 

B11t Nelson Le~ only shook his head. 
''I'm safer alone, Nipper,'' he said. 

''Were you followed here?'' 
'' No," replied Nipper. '' They',~e g?t 

,,,.atchers outside, t.hough. Those fello,vs 111 

thl:' coffee-stall opposite seem to be more in­
terested i11 ,vho comes and goeti out of this 
hotel than in selling coffee.,, 

'' Yes, I know t~ey're there,'' said the de­
tective. ''You walk out by the main .door, 
Nipper, and go straight back t.o St. Frank's. 
Try to fool the watchers and you will only 
excite· their curiosity. Act naturally, and 
make no att.~mpt to deceive them, and they 
\vill take no notice of you. No\1l, hand a~;ift-"' 
that disguise, and I'll change at once. so 
t,hat you can take my ordinary clotJ1eR back 
~·ith yot1. In that v.'ay, I shall lea,"e no trace 
here.'' 

The disguise consisted of a pair of cor• 
dttroy trottsers, a threadbare coat and ,vaist­
coat, a flnnnel shirt of startling hue, hob­
nailed boots, a grensy cap, and a tool-bag, 
together ,vi t.h grease paints and ,,·ig for facial 
alterat.iotis. 
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\Vl1en Nelson Lee had effected }:iis disguise the pop11Iar detective· bad at last met.,his 
his ordi11ary clotl1es were paclted into the suit• deatl1 by the Order of the Ring. 
case with ,vhicl1 Nipper boldly marched out But tl1c Order of the Ri~g li:11:ew better! 
0 £ the hotel and boarded a lat.e bus_ as if he By them tbe news was received with oonster­
had not a care in the ,vorld.· His ma11ner was nation ancl alarm. \Vhile the detective ,vas 
so free and easy that the ,vatchers took being closely ,vatched he could not sttrprise 
not the slightest 11otice of him, and did not them, but now that no one knew whe:..·e lie 
for one moment connect him lvith Nelson ,vas everyone was in immediate danger. 
I~e. · Things had quietened. down at Blacksand. 

At half-past six tho next morning Nelson The Chief and his party bad long since 1nade 
J.,ec added the fi11al touches to his disguise, their escape in the yacht -~f Stephen Me1"e-
1naking certain alterations to his face by dith, which had appeared off the bay 011e 

means of grease-paints in the rriake-ttp box, dark 11ight, and taken them aboard, whil_e 
,,,~·hich had a place in the tool-bag ,vhen he tho coast ,vatehers wer·e busy son1e fifteen 
finally left tl1e hotel by a back door into the miles away investigating· a fake · alarn1 of 
yard. smuggling operations. With the departure of 

Pa~sing through . tl1e wooclen gates at the the Chief and the Doctor, to say nothing of 
e11d of tl1e yard, he emerged into Middle~ the others, Sir Philip Anderson breathed 
1na1·ch Lane. On the opposite side of the road freely once more. He, for one, · was g]ad to 
stood a cotf ee-stnll. Both the men in charge see the backs of them. 
a_nd his a.ssistant were members of the (?r4er The yacht had sailed to a -]onely part of· 
of the Ring:, and they had adopted this .11:1-. the Cornish coast·, far from any town or vil­
geniot1s device for the purpose of mounting lage, a.nd there the Squfre W!lS waiting wit.h 
,vatch on the back do!)r of the hotel. T\\'o several helpers and two powerful cars. · 
other men were mounting gt1ard at the front The Cl1ief went ashore to make sure that 
door. his instructions were understood. 

,vit~ his tool-bag slu~g (?Ver . his shoulder, _ "Miss ~nderson goes tq the coinera' '1,li 
and ,v.1th a short clay pipe 1n his mouth, the 10 the Midlands,,, he said to . the .. ~uire. 
detective sha!'llbled past tl1e coff ee•stall, past , , And I hold you responsible for hel · ••• .. · 
th~ watchers m the Stran~, a~d over Waterloo And Stephen Meredith's secre\aty t.ak~s Jack 
Brtd~e .. At St. Georges Circus he turned Lon ford to the~\lb." ;, ,,t . 
to hl8 right along Lambeth Road. In Lam- "fu right " •Slud the Squire "I'll see to 
bet~ Wa!k he knocked at the d~or of ~ house, it.,, _ , • · , · ' 
,vh1ch d1spl~7ed the legend, Lodgings for So Ethel Anderson went north ·to tlie 
Single lt'Ien. . country house where the Order conducted· its 

He gave his name as Robert Lawson, nnd counterfeiting operat.ions, while Jack: Long• 
stated that_ he wa.s a ~aeon ottt of work. He ford was secretly conveyed to the club, a 
had left his lodgings 1n the Walworth Road ·building in London of which only a· ,·ery few 
because of a dispute with one of the other members of the Order knew. 
lodgers_. Could he have a bed-sitting . i·oom After that the y·acht depaTted on a crt1ise 
for which he was prepared to pay rent 1n ad- in mid-Atlantic to give the Chief, the Doct,or. 
vance? If he could, and the rent was reason- and all who had escaped from the Dolphin 
able, . he would retu1-n to his former lodgings time to grow their beards and generally 
for his box of clothes and tools. become thoroughly disguised, -thus to avoid 

Yes, he could have both a bed-room and a recognition by any of the Firefly's former 
sitting-room. 'I~he rent was discuseed and passengers when they returned to England. 
settled. He went for his box-which he pur• 
chased, together with its contenls, from a 
second .. hand dealer in Houndsditch-and by 
t~n o'clock he. was comforta~ly settled in his 
11ew quarters. 

Next morning the papers were f till of the 
•'~ysterious Disappearance of Nelson Lee.'' 
Intervie,vs were published with· his landlady 
and with the mar1ager of Roxby's Hotel. He 
l1ad left his roo1ns in the Gray's Inn Road 
at a qt1art.cr to eleven. He had been traced 
to Roxby's llotel, and was known to have 

• 5pQJ~~ the night there. When the boots had 
ca.lied him at eight o'clock the next morning 
hhis bed-room had been found empt.y. NobOQY 

ad seen him ]eave. As the manager of the 
l1otel happened to 'be an old friend of the 
detective's, and hnd been asked to help, 
r1othing had been said to a soul of Nipper's 
visit to the hotel with a suit-case, and his 
llepartt1re sl1ortly afterwards. 

By the pt1blic the ne,vs ,vas received with 
profo11nd regret, for nine men ot1t of te11 
1n1n1ediately jumped to the conclt1sion tl1at 

_ ........... 
CHAPTER 11. 

Cornered I 
. . 

I T was on the F1·iday that the Chief's yacl1t 
steamed into Portsmouth Harbour and 
anchored over on the Gospo-rt aide be-­
yond Fort Blockhouse. The Chief 

nr1d tl1e Doctor were taken across in the 
motor-launcl1 to the pontoon, and from th.c1·e 
they made their way to the Harbour Station, 
,v here the Sqt1ire met them, and they 
travelled 11p to I~ondon- together. 

The Chief, of co11rse, was travelling as l\lr. 
Stephen ~leredith, of Dashwood Hot1se, 
Cl1esham Place, London,. S.W., ,vhile the 
Doctor, ,vho had q11ite a foreign appea1·ance, 
with his coal-black beard and mahogany 
cheeks, ,vas t~avelling as Mr. }leredith's 
Italian friend, Count Nicolo Zacconi. 

The Squire met them at the Ha1·~our 
Statior1 and jo11rneycd to to,,·n ,vitl1 them. 
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From time to time· he had written or cabled 
to the Chief-always in cipher, of course-­
infol'ming him of the various attempts which 
had beer1 made on the life of Nelson Lee. 
Such information had necessarily ·been of the 
briefest description; but now he told the 
Chief ever:yt.hi11g tl1at had .happened ,vhile 
he had been abroad. 

'' Then vou never found out what became -of . ., 
Nelson Lee?'' asked the Chief, ,vhen the 
Squire had finished. 

''Never,'' said the Squire. ''It's five 
weelcs to-night since he e11tered his bed•tvom 
at Roxby's Hotel, and closed the door, anJ 
from that moment to this all trace of him 
is lost. When lrou consider the enormous 
number of spies we possess, and when you 
know that none of · these has· ever been able 
to trace him, I think you'll agree \\'ith me 
that the probability is that he's dead.'' 

'rhe Chief shook: his head vigorously and 
der.:isively. 

'' I wish I could think so,'' he said. '' But 
it's no use deluding ott1'8elves ,vith false 
hopes. We haven't finished ,vith Nelson Lee 
yet. Depend upon it, he's merely lying low, 
and some dal', when we least expect it, he'll 
reappear and give us a· shock. In the mean• 
time how's Miss Anderson?'' 

'' As well as can be expected.'' 
'' She's at youl" house, of cot1rse ?• 1 

'' Yea. I've had two rooms fitted up for 
her immediately over the underground mint.'' 

'' And Jack Longford?'' 
'' lie \\·as all right when I saw him a couple 

of days _ ago. He's imprisoned in one of tho 
attics of tl10 club.'' 

'' (}ood ! A11d now tell me, y.~hat do you 
think of our appearance my o,vn, a11d the 
Doctor's? Are we sufficiently changed? 
Should we pass muster· if we happened to 
meet a11y of the. Firefly's passengers?'' · 

''Rather!'' said the Squire. ''I wouldn't 
have believed that a beard would have made 
such a difference. . , B.oth of you are abso• 
lutely and completely changed. Even Nelson 
Lee ,vouldn't know i[OU !'~ 

They continued their chat in t.l1is way until 
the train arrive« at Waterloo, ,vhere tl1ey 
took their seat.s in a \\'aiting private car, and 
arrived . at Dashv.'ood Hottse a few n1inutcs 
after sever1 · o'clock. 

Three footmen ,Yere ,vaiting to receivo 
them, and the moment they stepped into 
the brilliar1tly-lighted entrance hall the Chief 
ob!erved-or fancied he observed-that one 
of the footmen gave a slight but perceptible 
st.art of surprise. 

He handed this footman his hat and gloves, 
and at the aame time examined him \\'1tl1 
a glnnce that was apparentll" careless, but 
~,.l1ich ,,,as really keen and searching. Tl1en 
l1e dre,,· in his breath \\'ith a short, sha.rp ner­
vous gasp, and his sun-tanned face ,,rent 
slightly pale. By a mighty effort he re• 
cove1·ed his self-control before the footman 
ob~erved his agitation, and as soon as he 
had divested himself of hu coat he escorted 
tl1e Sqtiire and the Doctor to their rooms, 

and left them to dress for dinner. He then 
went in search of his secretary. 

'' You've engaged a new footman in my 
absence, I see,,, he said. 

''Yes, si.r,'' said the secretary. ''Toyno 
broke his leg, and had t-o go into hospital, so 
I was obliged to advertise for somebody to 
take his place.'• 

'' What is the new man's name?,, 
'' Robert Lawson, sir. He had excellent 

testimonials, and was last in the service of 
Lord Ellerby.'' 

'' Oh, was he?'' so.id the Chief ironicalllr• 
'' How ·· Ior1g has ho been here?'' 

'' Abo11t a 1'leek, sir. I hope I haven't done 
anything wrong, or contrary to your ,vishes? 
I assure you that La,vson has given us every 
satisfaction · up to the present.'' 

'' I don't dotibt it,,, said the Chief. ''No; 
you haven,t do11e anythi11g wror1g. On the 
contrary, I rather think you',·e done excel­
lently \\'ell. By the way, ,vill yot1 please 
arrange with the butler for La ,vson to bring 
in the coffee to-night?'' 

'' I will, sir.'' 
The Chief went ttp to his room, where his 

valet arrayed him in evening attire. Ho 
then -disml8scd the valet, slipped three re• 
volvers i11to his pocket and \\'er1t down into 
the drawing-room. The Squire and tho 
Doctor had not yet made their appearance. 
and the only occttpant of the room was a 
lad1 member of the Order of the Ri11g, kr1own 
as Lady Ursula. 

The moment he -entered tl1e room she 
sprang to her feet and ran to,vards him with 
a cry of delight. . 

'' So you're glad to see me back, are you, 
little \\·oman ?'' he asked. 

'' Need you ask?'' 6he replied. '' It has 
been-oh, horrible-to be separated frorn yo11 
for so long.'' 

A moment later she left the room, and the 
Squire and the Doctor appeare", both in even­
ing dress. A whispered consult.ation toolc 
place. The Chief gave tl1en1 each a revolver. 
Then the dinner-bell rang, and they \\'ent into 
the dining-room. 

Excellent as the dinner was, tho three men 
ate but sparingly, and the wine was practic­
ally untasted.. At the cor1clusion of the meal 
the footmen lvithdre1v, and the Chief pro• 
dt1ced his cigar case. The Doctor drew up 
his chair beside the Chief. The Squire rose 
from his seat at tl1e other end of. the table, 
and seated himself on the other side of the 
Chief. They lit their cigars. Then the door· 
swt1ng quietly open, and La,,"son glided in 
u~ith a sil,rer tray on ll·hich \\1ere thr61' -ti-by--• 
cu_ps of coffee, a sil,·er bo,vl of sugar, and-· 
a Jttg of cream. 

Tl1e Chief laid down his cigor and turned 
his chair. '11 hc Squire arid tl1e Doctor fol• 
lowed l1is example. 

''Coffee, sir?" said Lav.,.son, 11alting i11 front 
of the (~hie£, \\'ith the tray in his down-­
stret.ched hands. 

With a s,,,.ift and s11clden mo,rcme11t the 
Chief leaped to his feet and \\~hipped out 
his rc,"olver. His t,vo companions follo,ved 
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suit, a11d in the twinkling of an eye tl1ree 
gleami11g re,,.ol vers ,verc Ie,?elled at the foot-
man. 

'' Good-eve11ing, ]vlr. Nelson Lee!,, said the 
Chief, with a mocking laugh. '' Per111it me 
to congratulate you on the excellence of your 
disguise ! '' 

TJ1e detecti\·e for such it ,,~as-raised his 
eyes and looked the speaker f t1ll in the face. 
No one knew better than he that his life was 
hanging by the merest thread, that tho 
slightest suspicio11s movement on his part 
\lTould be follo""ed ,by instant death. Yet, in 
spite of the peril which menaced him, his 
face was as calm and impassive as ,vhen he 
hnd entered the room. 

'' I ,vondered if you would recog11ise me,'' 
lie said, addressing the Chief in a clear, un­
faltering v·oicc. '' You see, lil(e everyone else, 
I felt sure that you and the Doctor ,vere 
at the bottom of Blacband Bay. If I had 
k110\vn you were coining here, and that you 
,vere l\llr. Stephen Meredith, I would ha,"e 
altered n1y features more drastically. Tho 
Sqt1ire l1ad never met 1ne before, so he hard]y 
n1attered. 

'' Yes, I spotted you in the hall when we 
ar1·ived, '' said the Chief, ,vith a complacent 
smile, '' and I arranged for you to bring the 
coffee in, so that \\~e might settle our differ­
e11ces in a quiet and gentlemanly manner. 
Sit down.~' 
· '' Thanks; I pref er to stand,'' said the d13. 

tecti,,.e coolly. ''With your permission, how­
ever, I will set this tray down., and then--'' 

'' I think not!'' said the Chief, inte1·rupting 
l1im. '' You don't come o,"er tts ,vith a simple 
trick like that. So long as your hands a1·e 
.e11cumbered with that tray, they can't very 
1"·ell get i11to any mischief~ so you'll kind]y 
stand ,,,,here you are, a11d hold it in your 
hands ltntil I',·c finished.,, 

'' Pardon me,,, said Nelson Lee, v;ith a 
,vin11ing · smile. '' Fro1n tl1e tone of your re• 
n1~rlcs, I can only think that )tOU and your 
·friends are labouri11g under a slight delusion. 
Surely yott do not think I have been so 
foolish as to venture into this house without 
taking every precalttion to gt1ard against 
bci11g captured ? Is it possible that, because 
you have covered me with your revolvers, 
you are flattering :rot1rsel'~"es that I am in 
your !lower?'' 

''\Vell, yes; I mttst confess that we were 
t111der that in1pressio11, '' said the Chief, with 
a derisive laugh. '' If :rou can sho,v us that 

_.. lte -a.re mistaken, ,ve sh,ill be very much 
obliged!'' 

''Very ,veil,', said Nelson Lee, who was 
i11d11lging in one of tl1c tallest games of 
'' bll1ff-'' he had ever played. '' Since you 
ha,1'e asked for proof, :you sl1all have it. 
Listen!'' 

The "'ords had scarcely crossed his lips 
before a deep-toned , .. oice rang out at the 
far end of tl1e room: 

. . . 

'' Ha11ds up, all three of you, 01· I fire!'' 

With gasps of alarm, the three men sp1111 
round on their heels and stared in the dire·c­
tion from ,vl1ich the voice proceeded. 

This, of ~ourse, was exactly what Nelson 
Lee had expected them to do. An expert 
ventriloquist, he had ''·thrown'' his voice, a~ 
the saying is, to the· other end of the room, 
and the moment his captors turned rot1nd lie 
dropped the tray and sprang tov-·ards tl1e 
door. 

Quick as thought the three men t11rned 
and covered him with their revolvers. Before 
they could fire, however, he had reached the 
door, and switched off the electric light, and 
the room ,,·ae plunged into inky darkness, 
which concealed the daring detective from 

• view. 
Despite the darkness., the three men fired, 

aiming at the s~t where Nelson Lee had· last 
been seen. In the meant~me, however, after 
switching off the lights, the. detective had 
dropped on his hands and knees, and the 
bullets buried themselves in the wall. An in• 
stant later he had opened the door, had 
crossed. the spacious entrance hall, and was 
flying down the steps ,vhich led to the street. 

Unmindful of the curious glances which 
greeted him on every hand, he raced to the 
corner of Belgrave Square, where his keen 
eyes had already detected the burly,. blue--olad 
figure of a policeman. 

'' Blo,v your whistle!,, panted Nelson Lee, 
rushing up to him. ''I am Nelson Lee. The 
Chief of the Order of the Ring is in Dash­
wood Hottse. '' 
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The constable waited to hear no more. He they found their fttrther progress blocked 
may not have understood much about the by a massive, iron-sheeted door. 
Order of the Ring, but he recognised Nelson '' \Vhat's on the other side of this ?1

' asked 
!Jee, and that was enotigh. In less than one of the policeman. 
a couple of mint1tes they were joined by seven '' It's plain enough to me,'' said Nelson 
or ei gl1t constables, and a sergeant, : and as Lee. '' T11is passage, as you see, follows the 
soon as Nelson Lee had explained the posi- line of tl1e street, and is, roughly speaking, 1 

tio11 a move '"as made on Dash,vood House. a htindred arid t\\"enty yards long. If you 
Tho entrance hall was thronged ,vith ter- ,vere to go ot1tside and measure that distance 

rifled servants, ,vho hailed the arrival of the in an easterly distance from Dashwood Houso 
police \\"ith a chor11s of cries of relief• They it would la11d _you in the middle of the soutl1 
had heard the firing in the dining-room, and side of Belgrave Square. M1". Meredith has 
some of tl1em had seen the detective bolt evidently owned, or rented, two houses. One 

_ ot1t of the house. But none of t.hem had the in Chesham Place and one in Belgrave 
re1notest idea of '\\'hat had happened, or what Square, and hns had tl1is tunnel constrrrcted 
\\'88 afoot. to connect the t\\"O b{)uses. Th11s he has a 

In a fe,v brief, hurried sentences the detec- back way of escaJJc, """'l1icl1 l1as stood him in 
tive explained the true state of affairs,· then good stead to-day. You go on trying to 
he ask~d for ne,vs of Mr. Meredith a11d his batter this door do,,10 n, "'Phile I 1~t1sh round to 
t,vo companions. Where ,vere they? Still in Belgra,,.e Sqt1are to see if I can steal a march 
the -dining-room? · on them!'' 

,'' No, they're upst.airs in Lady Ursula's He handed his electric torch to 0110 of the 
boudoir,:, said the bt1tler. '' I sa-w them rush policemen, then dasl1ed out of the house, and 
out of the dining--room and hurry t1pstairs ·rottnd to Belgrave Square. He had --to be 
immediately after you left.'' qtiick. It ,vas all guess work, in a ,vay, but 

With the police at his heels, Nelson Lee t.here was wisdom and shre,,yd j11dgment be· 
rushed upstairs. On _.reachitJg the door of hind it all, characteristic of Nelso11 · Lee. 
Lady Ursula's_ bo11do1r, which . w.as l~ked, His suspicions were s0011 confirmed by the 
he knocked and demande_d_ ndm1ss1on 1n the fact that a big car stood outside one of the 
name of the law.. Rece1v1ng no reply, he houses in Belgrave Sqttare jt1st ,,·l1ere he 
!}PPlied. his shoulder to the door ~n~ burst thot1ght the tunnel would d,me out. And a 

_ 1t ope~- Then he _started back, w1tli a cry moment later he saw a lady, closely veiled 
of be,v1Idered. surpr1s~. and cloaked, glide out of the house and step 

There was nobody 1n the room t j11to the car. 
_ Yet the door-the only door-had been Nelson Lee quickened his pace· but before 
!ocked on the insid~, and tl1':" key was still 110 could reach the spot, four meii _came Ol1t, 
1n the keyhole, ~·h1lc the ,v1ndow ~vas to~ tliree of \Vhom_ spra11g i11to the car, while the 
s!llall for a_11yo~e to crawl through, 1n add1- fourth took a seat beside the cl1auffeur . 

... t.1on to which it ,vas ~i.rred. Owing to the darlcness and the distance, the 
'' The ser\·ants have deceived us!'' cried one detective wns unable to see their faces; yet. 

of the constables angrily. '' The men \\·e're he had no doubt whatever but that they were 
after never came into this room at all I,, the Chief, tl1e Sq11ire, and the Doctor. The 
. · '' Oh, yes, they did!" said Nelson Lee. lady was undot1btedly Lady Ursttla, while 
''The. door was lc;>cked on the inside. They t.he fourth man ,vas the secretary .. 
must have come in here.'' . He broke into a run but the car s11ddenly 

'' Then, where are they no,v, sir?'' shot forward and sped' away in the direction 
''I'll tell yo~ that \\"hen I've _found t~e of Grosvenor Place. But as the detective 

secret door,'' said Nelson Lee, mak1n~ a swift pulled 11p, raging with mortification, a prowl­
guess at the truth. '' In the qieantime, yota ing taxi came into vie,v. Quick as thought 
search the rest of the house.'' the detective hailed him, and leapt in. 

The police accordingly ,vithdrc,v to ran• '' I am a detective,'' he said, pointing to 
sack tho house., leaving the detecti,·e alo110 the now distant car. '' Keep that car in 
in the bottdoir. But it ,vas all in , .. ain. There sight till she reaches its destination and it'll 
,vas not a trace of the '\'anted men, t1or of me'an ten pounds for you I'' 
Lady Ursula, anywhere in the house, but ''Then that tenner's mine, sir, ,J exclaimed 
when they returned to the boudoir they were tl1e driver, as the taxi leapt for,Yard like a 
just in time to see Nelson Lee disappearing live thing, and the lo11g chase began. 
through a slit-like opening in one of the wall,,. There were 3 thousand and one thjngs 
He had found a tiny door, cunning]y hidden Nelson Lee could have done. He could have 
in one of the recesses of the room, and waited and called up the Flying Squad. lie 
screened by heavy tapestry c11train~. could ha, .. e ,,,histled up every policema_n ___ tr.--

The constables wriggled through the nnrro,v London, but unl~ss he knew ,,:here .t~at cai­
slit, one ·at a time, and fo]lo,ved the detective ,vent to, everything wot1ld be 1n vain. 
down some steps. At the bottom, several The Chief and his liet1tenants of tl1e Order 
feet belo,v the level of the cellar floors, was of the Ring ,ivere getting a,vaJ", a11d Nelson 
a low arched opening which proved to be Lee sa,v t.hat his duty ,vas to stick to the 
the entrance to an underground tunnel. With trail, despite the fact tl1at he \\·as \\~orking 
an electric torch in his hand, the detective led si11gia-l1ar1ded. 
the way along this tunnel for over a hundred The- 1·ogt1e~ headed for the ~Iarble A!'ch, 
yards, then the tunnP.l r.amA to an end, and then SYfttnrr rou:1d into the Edg,vare R.oatl 
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and sped rapidly along tl1at wide thorough• 
fare for the north-w~t. The traffic at that 
t-ime of night was beginning to thin out 
son1ewhat, but e,·en so Nelson Lee could 
not l1elp admiring the skill of the Order's 
chauffet1r as he handled his powerful car. 
It seemed as if there was only one man his 
equal, and that was the detective's taxi-driver, 
who certainly accomplished wonders with his 
creaking and complaining engine. 

It was hopeless to try and catch the Chief's 
car, but they kept it in sigh't all the time, 
011t past Cricklewood and on to Hendon and 
Edgware, a11d yet ft1rther on out past Elstree, 
until in a maze of dark country lanes the rear 
light of the car they pursued was concealed 
by a high hedge, and then, from the back 
of the taxi came a coughing explosion, and 
the ,~ehicle came to a standstill. 

''Sorry, sir,'' said the taxi-driver miser­
ably. '' I did me best, sir.,, 

Nelson Lee paid him the ten pounds at 
once. 

'' You've earned it,'' he said. '' I'll go on 
afoot. I daren't lose the trail now.'' 

He had a small electric torch in his pocket, 
and now he pulled it out, and by its rays 
he saw the tyre marks of the Chief's car. 
He followed them at a loping trot for about 
a quarter of a mile until ahead he saw lights 
t-hat showed there was another main road, 
and it looked as though the Chief had come 
out ,·ia Elstree simply to foil Nelson Lee as 
to what direction he took out of London. 

But that was wrong, for the detective came 
to where the tyre marks swerved from the 
Jane and in at the gates of a dark, deserted­
looking private house, standing in its own 
grounds. He switched off his torch and made 
to enter the gate.. when suddenly two men 
cannoned into him. They had been walking 
through the darkness from the house to the 
road, and had not seen him. 

But as they reooiled from the impact, and 
stared at him, there WM speechless stupefac• 
ti<?n in their eyes; then three sharp, startled 
cnes rang out. For the two men were the 
Chief and the Squire, returning to the road. 
having heard the noise ·made when the 
taxi engine ''conked '' out and coming to 
make sure what it \\'as, and to assure them­
selves that they had not been followed to 
their hide-0ut. 

The detective was the first to recover his 
pre!e~ce of mind, and; with li~htning.Jike 
rap1d1ty. he lashed out with his fist and 
caught the Chief a blow -on the point of 
the jaw that bowled him over like a ninepin. 

_ At -the same it1stant, however. the Squire 
swt1ng round his left and .dealt the detective 
a sledge-hammer blow on the back of his 
h_ead. Half-stunned -by the blow, the detec­
tive sttlmbled forward, and before he could 
r~over his balance the Squire darted after 
h1n1. An automatic fitted ,vith a, silencer 
popped suddenly as the crook fired point­
blank at Nelson Lee. 

\Vith a choking cry, tl1e detecti,·e stumbled 
forward Of\ his face. Even as he fell the 
sound of a horn of a car ,vas heard, and 

the wheezing of an old engine, as some motor 
vehicle came down the winding lane. 

'' Run-the house yot1've done for him!'' 
gasped the Chief. in a hoarse., excited whisper. 
'' Quick-there's a car coming I'~ 

They rushed back into the house, and 
called to their accomplices. 

''Quiel{! We'll have to clear out of this. 
Nelso_n Lee ~vas at the gate, but we've done 
for him.. Still, he'll be found. That'll bring 
the pol1ce down here. We daren't stay. 
'l'hey can't prove we killed him, but hi! 
body will be identified, and v.'e shall be sus-
pected.,, , 

''Let's be calm about it,'' said the Chief. 
c, We'll all have to disguise ourselves. If the 
d~iver of that car comes here we must send 
him to fetch the police, and take care we're 
g~ne before he can come bac~. Listen!'' 
Tney . heard the car stop for a time, then go 
speeding off towards the distant high road. 
:'Good: he•s go~e -for hel~ right a1A'ay, think­
ing th1~ house 1s e~pty, _as it has been for 
some time. That g1ves.~··ii• •. a chance In a 
qt1arter of an hour we must be out of ltere. ~'-

They hurriedly donned their disguises the 
car left with the chauffeur and the secretary 
then one by one the chief members of th~ 
Order left the house, and were lost to view in 
the black sh&dows, the Chief being the last 
to leave, booause he remained behind long 
enough to set fire io the house, in order to 
make sure. of leaving no clue.s behind for the 
police to find. 

When he came out in the lane he looked 
for the body of Nel~n Lee, but it was not 
ther~ . 

The car that had startled the murderers 
.had been the taxi in which Nelson Lee had 
followe~ the Chief from Belgrave Square. 
Th_e driver had managed to get the engine 
going again, and had f ollowe,d on in the 
hope of picking up the detective again only 
to find him lyi11g iµ the n1iddle of the' Jane, 
apparently dead. 
. The taxi•driver's first impulse was to rush 
into the cl ark house nearby and ask for 
help, but he thought better of it. By the 
marks in the lane he · saw t_hat the oar they 
had been pursuing had gone in there, and 
that the occupants must have lieen enemies 
of -Nelson Lee, and possibly, now, his mur­
~erers. It would be foolish to seek help 
111 that 9.t1arter. 

Accordingly, he lifted -the detective's body 
into his old oar, and drove like mad t-, the 
nearest main road, and so to the nearest 
police station, where he told his story. The 
detective was t.akcn. at once to a hospital, 
while a posse of police, soon followed by the 
Flying Squad from Scotland Yard, swooped 
down on the lonely house only to find it 
abandoned and on fire, the flames bursting 
through the roof. 

Never before had the newspaper readers 
of Great Britain been provided with st1ch 
sensational new.s as met their eyes in tho 
columns of their_ papers on the next day. 
Singlehanded, Nelson Lee hacl broken up tho 

. (Cont·i1iuecl on vage 44!) 
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White Boy Rules Mysterious African City! 
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Tom Cook, the white boy-king of an ancient city in the heart of Africa, is deter­
mjoed to stamp out the te1-rible rites of the priests. Be captures Gobo, the high 
priest, and brings him to trial on the Isle of Death. 
According to ancient custom, Gobo selects an ape-man to ~hampion him. Lulu, 
a Zulu servant of Tom Cook's, takes up the challenge. A stirring fight begins 
on_an isle in the middle of a lake in which a terrible prehistoric cr&ature dwells. 

Well Played Lulu! 

T IIE ape-n1an lim11cd back a fe\v paces, 
gro,vling under his breat.11 a11rl g11ash-­
ing his fangs in helpless fltry. Ife had 
n1i1.do so suro of getting his grip on 

tl1is slender, shining-.skin11ccl figure, and had 
counted on getting his mighty arn1s arottnd 
l1im and crusl1ing him as he had clo11e so 
in.any back thcro in his primeval forest. 
Never before had be been so hurt and bested 
by anythi11g that ,valked upriglit on t\\7 0 legs, 
and this t,vo-lcggerl animal did not c, .. cn use 
l1is teeth, or gi v·c l1in1 a chance to. 

But Lul1t, too, had been using his brain.s, 
:tnd made 11p his mind tl1at l\e had to end this 
business Qltickly, or a foul chance migl1t give 
the monster the grip he desired, "'rhen Lulu 
vvas u11der no misapprehension of what \\·ould 
b~ the rest1lt. Keep out of those clutches 
he ml1st.~ or run the risk of being slo\\-Tly 
cri1shed to c]eath. He ,,Tould mali:e one bold 
bid for st1premacy and trust to his science 
against the other's brute force. -

Tl1en the bla.ck ,\Yarrior 111ade the 111ist.al<e 
f hat ,vas like to cost him his life I 

Lulu did not ,vait again for tl10 aape-1nan 
to attack. He th0ught tl1at r1ishing tactics 
,,·ot1ld pay IJest, con1bi11ed ,,~ith stra tegjt. 

Litl1e and active as a panther, he dived in 
as if to clt1tch the gigantic brute again; 
then, like a Hash, he dt1cked belo,v the mighty 
arms that came so glad)~r to meet him, and 
with nll the force he had behind the blow, 
he drove his right straigl1t for the solar 
plexus. 

'' \-V oof ! ,, 
The great body lttrched for\\·ard \\"ith tl1e 

pain of . t.110 pj)e-dri,·ing blow '"'·l1ich k11ocked 
all the ,vind o~t of l1is l>od:r, and i11volun-
tariiy the great pa,vs clasped across ___ the" 
place where the pains ,rere-in the tt11nm~· ! 

Quick as light Ltdu ducked, ar1d, catching 
t.l1e ,vild man by the a11klcs, l1e ga,~e a 
mighty hea,,.e, and, ,vitl1 the assistance of l1is 
shoulders., sent l1in1 htirt]ing o,yer his bacl~ 
to crash on to the grar1ite slor)e. 

But there I.,t!lu had jt1dgell withot1t re• 
membering one thir1g. It ,voulcl ha\~e been 
a magnificer1t tl1ro,\· ancl good tactics agn inst 
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any other type of foe; but the ape-man had 
been accustomed since childhood to falling 
from the topmost branches of trees to the 
grou.nd without hurting himself. Instinc­
t,ively, on being thrown into the air, he had 
doubled himself up into a ball and landed 
on the polished, hard surf ace of the rock 
:>n case-hardened muscles. 

He bounded to his feet as he reached the 
ground and came back at the Zulu with 

~reath-taking rapidity. Thia .time Zt1lu could 
not avoid the unexpected rush, and he felt 
the great arms close around him, whilst the 
talon-like nails tore the skin from his back 
and the t,vo-inch-Iong fangs sank into his 
shotilder, whilst the fetid b111ath of the 
bri1te nigh choked him. 

It looked any odds against the Zulu ever 
getting out of that mighty grip, but he sud­
den1y sagged loosely and let all his weight 
bang limply in the mighty arms. 

As has been said, his body was shining 
,vith oil, and as by now he, waa also sweat­
ing profusely, his naked skin was about as 
easy to hold - as a greasy pole. He knew 
that even the strongest man cannot hold a 
greased naked body for long, and even before 
he had seen his mighty opponent he had 
guessed that he was going to fight something 

~usual in the way of strength and size, and 
l1ad arranged accordingly. 

He simply slipped through the ape-man's 
fingers like an eel, and as he dropped to 
the ground he rolled, and with one hand 

-~jerked the great brute's feet from under ,him. 
As the wild man crashed Lulu sprang to 

his feet, still clutching that ankle, and with 
an effort grabbed the other and brought the 
t,vo together. Then, ,vitl1 the heavy, 

-· struggling body as a fulcrum, he ran round 
and round in a circle. 

With the imp~tus gained by tl1e down­
Wal'·d slope, he managed to get t-he huge 
body on the n1ove, and, grinding his heels 
in, got a t1~emendous s,ving on and actt1ally 
had the body revolving round him as if he 
,,·as about to throw the hammer I 

Yells of excitement came frrun below at 
the sight, but Lulu paid no heed to anything 
as the beads of sweat rolled down his face 
and chest and the veins stood out as if they 
must burst, as faster and faster he twirled, 
and then, as his own feet began to slip on 
the sloping surface, '\\·orn slippery by 

, hundreds of struggling feet in distant pasts, 
he gave one last mighty heave and let go 
of the struggling for• sending it hurtling to• 
"',vards the edge. 
~ _th~ wild man cr•hed a despairing yell 

~ame from his lips as he slid slowly down 
over the edge, to disappear from his adver­
sary's sight over the -sheer side into the 
lake! 

Lulu fell back, overcome by t.he tremen­
dous effort, and did not hear the yell from 

-... the crowd that greeted his feat. 
The wild man crasl1ed down on to the 

st1rf ace of the water from that tremendous 
height, and he had hardly struck the ,vater 
v.·hen there was a swirl from below and up 

came the hideous head of the guardian oi 
tl1e Isle of Death. 

At sight of the struggling man so close 
to that sn1all lizard reared up at the end of 
that hideot1sly long neck, ,vith the blind, 
peering eyes inset, and the bird-like beak 
,vith its yellow fangs questing hither and 
thither in search of its latest living tit-bit, 
Tom covered his eyes and shuddered, whilst 
Al swore lustily under his breath in 
choicest ·Bowery. 

The wild n1nn, seemingly unaffected by 
the height he had fallen, struck out madly, 
doing his best to escape to the shore. But 
there was little · chance of that, for the 
hideous head ,•;as twisting t.o and fro with 
quick flirts of the head, uncannily like a 
duck o.fter a bit of bread, and it was evi­
dent that the eecond the hideous beast 
caught his scent it would be all up ,vith the 
unfortunate man. 

'' Jumpin' James, I cain't st-and· this l''· 
muttered Al. '' It might have been ol' 
Lulu I'' 

Deftly he slipped a shell into the ri8e ho 
was carrying, a shell of special desiin, of 
peculiar shape and composition. He s1~hted 
for that ugly, questing head, and taking a 
quick snapshot as the '' duck 11 spotted the 
swimming ape•man, l1e pressed the trigger. 

Zupp-pip-pip I 
The sound was hnrdly audible three )·ards 

off, but the cff ect was mnrvellot1s as the tiny 
ex.plosive bullet hit that scaley head. The 
great beast seemed to flop out of the water, 
to crash back again with a noi1e Jike thun­
der. Then the head was sunk under the 
surf ace as if to cool it, whilst tremendous 
waves were thrown to the shore as the huge 
beast struck out wildly to right and left, 
springing up into the air, to flop back 
again with raucous, choked cries of agony 
coming from that elongated throat. 

One of tho waves carried tho wild man 
\\·ith a crash up against the rocks, and he 
floated motionless, stu11ned, on the surface 
within perilously close proximity to those 
threshing claws, ,vhich were beating the 
pool into ,vaves. 

Then Lulu did what was probably the 
bravest deed of his !ife .. 

Judging by tl1e sounds that something 
weird and terrible was happening he 
dragged himself to the edge of the rock and 
looked over. He was just in time to see 
the wild man dashed against the rock and 
see how near he wa.s to tho flailing claws 
of that monster beast. 

Seeing that he was unconscious and help ... 
less, the generous Zulu did not pause a 
second. He rose to his feet, took a deep 
breath, and dived for the Pool of Death in 
a graceful swallow clive. The water was 
whirling madly under the wildly threshing 
claws, wings and tail of tho monster, but as 
Lulu came to the surface the beast seemed 
to make o. sudden resolve, and turned tail, 
to swim rapidly for the other end of the 
lake, where it evidently had a lair that it 
seldom left unless there was food about. 
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As Lulu gripped the insensible figuro of 
the wild man, and, swimming strongly, 
dragged it to the shore, Tom, regardless 
of his dignity as a king, rushed down to 
meet him, ,,·ith Al cheering wildly, anxious 
to give his dt1c to· a l""ery brave man. . . 

ri:o his. surpr_1~e, the rqs~~ of. the. p~ople re­
mained 1n their seats,. 800m1ngly 1n sullen 
silence, perhaps;~,ta.wed by the scene. 

But he pa.id little nttention to them, rush­
ing to his pal and servant and '' pump­
handling '' him for all he was worth, stut­
tering ot1t his congratulations 11ot only on 
the result of the fi8'ht, but also on Lulu's 
heroic action in di, .. 1ng to the resctte of his 
foe. 

''Thou~h, I'm afraid., you ran that risk 
for nothing, Lulu; his head must have 
been smasl1ed in by the force with which 
he fell, ond I reckon he's a goner,--'' 

There came a sudden shouting and a com-
1notion down by the side of the lake, and 
they all turned in that direction. TheH 
tl1e,y· saw that the toyal g1,1ard who had 
been set to watch old Gobo were fighting 
with some gold-armoured soldiers, who were 
being gradually driven back, whilst the 
priest prisoner was hustled away amongst 
a crowd. 

'' Gee, that old devil's· goin' to escape l JJ 

cried Al. '' Who's that bunch that are 
attacking the guard f My stars, they're 
whackin' 'cm, too, and givin' 'em socks t 
Shall I put a bullet amongst 'cm just to 
bring 'em to their senses? Wo can't have 
the paiace guard knocked -ebo11t like this; 
it isntt discipline, and we should never be 
safe in our beds I'' 

"rNo, leave 'em alone, old •chap. I don't 
care if Gobo docs escape; and anyway-we 
-can't fight women I'' 

''Women?" ho,vie·d Al. '' What are you 
gettin' at? They were bigger chaps than 
our gt1ard, and were givin' ,em what for.'' 

'' S011psa. and her 5uard of Pach aka~,'' said 
Tom with a grin. Nice husk," little birds, 
ch? I'll ~ay we're ,veil rid of her o.nd her 
grian'dnd. Now, let's · see to this wild 
man.'' 

But when they turned back to the spot 
t.hey had lcf t him in, tho wilcl man had 
gone I -

Trouble in the Air f '' GEE-WHIZZ, but that was quick 
work ! '' exclaimed Al, as they saw 
tha-t the '' wild man ,, had made 
his escape. '' I guess old missin' 

link was playin' ,possum ! Artful bird, tho' 
he don't look it ! '' 

'' I expect lie thought if he stayed he might 
get another pasting from Lulu, or perhaps we 
might give l1im toko for losing his fight. I 
expect the old priest told him some fairy stories 
about us to induce him to fight at all. As a 
r11le, these wild forest tribes aren't too keen 
about getting into settlements of any sort," 
Tom observed. '' Oh, well, it doesn't matter ; 

we didn't want him, and he's one responsf • 
bility the less. If only old Gobo has the sense 
to clear out--'' 

'' Say, Tommy, d'you notice the uncanny 
sort o' silence, and these folks don't seem to 
be lookin' at us quite so pleasant as they did, 
what!,, 

'' Disappointed we didn't let that poor 
beggar be eaten up by the _giant duck, p'raps,'' 
sa-idTom indifferently. '' Let's got away from 
here as quick as we can. I've half a, mind to 
find the Fish and fly back. I get rather fed 
with that oxen procession!'' 

'' Take my white horse, baaR,'' said Lulu. 
'' I walk if you like ? Baas, I think quicker 
we go back the better ! '' 

·''How so, Lulu. Nothing ~"rong is, is 
there ? '' 

Lulu turned his wide-nostrilled nose sky .. 
wards, and sniff ed. 

'' Me smell somethin1
• Know not what it be, 

but-death lurks in the air ! '' he murmured • slowly. 
'' Aw, bosh, it's the reek of this prehistorio 

fowl,'' said Tom impatiently. '' Go, get )"OUr 
horse, and ride back, Lulu. I wouldn't dream 
of depriving the commander-in .. chief of the 
army, and the hero of the afternoon, of his 
charger. Beat it back to the palace and order--, 
a feast to celebrate,the event, Lulu!,, 

But the Zulu glanced almost ner·v·ousli 
around at the sullen faces as they approached 
the circle of counsellors. ·They had beon. 
grouped together deep in some discussion, 
but on the approach of Tom and his cousin 
had separated again as if unwilling to be 
overheard. 

Tom saw that· old l\let]a's face was very 
grave and that the counsellors, who had been 
his supporters, looked somewhat glumly at 
him whilst the bearded man and his bald pal 
openly sneered at the young king. 

'' There is something up 1 ,, muttered Tom. 
'' Now, I wonder what it is ? '' 

The crowds of common people streamed past, 
and their voices murmuring sounded like a 
sullen sea breaking amongst rocks. Evidently 
something had happened that haQ. excit.ed the 
citizens and upset them, for there was no 
cheering, no '' Baihete ! '' in greeting to the 
Tomkuk-in fact, Tom had the feeling that 
not only was he not as popular as before, but 
the people did not stan~ such awe of hin1 
as previously they had dflie. 

With a, feeling of dan,,r in the air, Tom put ' 
on as bold a front as~:f>Ossible and •'nua¥S::, 
grimly up to the sullen crowd. 

'' Well, Metla, what is it that troubles your 
spirit ? ,, he asked. 

(Somefliing liaa 1iappcned tliat spells 
danger for To111 Cook & Co. Wliat is it? 
See ne~t week's Thrilled-paclied c1,-tcpters 
of fl1is splendid African skwJ,. Co-rn.ing J 
soon :-G1·cat Sf oru of tl,.c Chums of St._ l 
Frank's. Don't tniss it I) j 
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...!f ·Ne111on Lee,, Readers Win P,rizes For Joh.est 

]\,J y DEAR CHU!\IS 
-I r11cntioncd the 
other tla.v that .. 
there wol1ld be a 
lJig sl1rprise treat 
i11 st.ore for )"OU in 
011r 10,000 Gift 
Plan. It takes the 

-

TJ1e l)ore W8'., 

relating l1is CXJ)cri­
cn-ces in t.11e c111 b· 
room. 

_- form of a Special 
Bont1s Cot1pon 
\"'alue 250 points. 
1,his coupon will be 
fot1n<l in next 
week's pages, to­
gether with the 

Letters to the Editor 
1bould be a4clrused 

'' There I stood,'' 
~e -was saying, 

there I stood, witJ1 
the ab:vss y.o.wning 
in front of me.'' 

"Exct1se me,'' in .. 
t;erject,ed one of l1is 
listeners, "but was 

_ the ab~?ss yawning to RELSOR LEE LIBBAB Y, Pleetway Bouae, 
l'aningdon Street, London, E.C.4. 

t1st1al two coupo11s of 25 points each. In 
all, then, next ,vednesady ~"OU will be able 
to adcl 300 point.s to your collection-all 
from tl10 Nelson Loe. Of course 011r com-

""•-.panion papers '\\·ill be giving away their usual 
coll Jlons, and if yolt get them too, J,"OU will 
greatly e11large j-~our total. There's bound to be 
a rt1sh for next ,veek's NELSON LEE when 
~,:erjrbody hears that we are giving away the 
Sf>~~ial Bonus Cot1pon. So bo in the rt1nning 
for ~"our copy. Don't loa'\"e it to chance-order 

··to-da,T. .. . .. 

~, '.J,''alking about treats in store brings me to 
, · .-. OUR. GBAIID ST. FRANK'S STORY. ....... ' - ' 

~ , .; · ther week nearer to t.he start of 
-~~!~!» -»■pi6nd1 ~- For those of yol1 who 
;,--.. _bl&y h&ve-tni my announcement last week, 
~~ me 4YJtnti~ · again abot1t :\Ir. Brooks' latest 

,_ ~ter,jiP,:e o ~school fiction. O,ving to the 
· ·.ieiJ}encl iur a pt. Frank's story AND a long 

·· · l)itC1'?ti\·o-1,.h•rilfer, I ha\,"8 decided to include 
·-t}1 A clct.ective•thriller and a story of St. 
Frank's in the NELSON LEE E,TERY WEEK. 
, Tljat,s tl1e great, scheme, and one which I 

J.i£no~ -"·ill meet '\\"ith great rejoicing. This is 
. anothf'r instance where I ha,"e taken regard of 
-the vie".,s of my many readers. Personal 
co-operation between the editor and his chums 
iR ma.king the NELSO~ LEE tl1e Best BO)"'s 
Book <Jr1 t,he market. 

- . Tc)l all :yol1r pals about this coming treat ; 
tell .thcn1 that they 1nust order their copies in 
a4~nce; they'll need only t.o be told once 
~-the)r've seen a copy of the Old Paper. 

•) ~· w for some jokes which have won 
, ~ 

0

~_7 -~. 
1 
Grand Prizes For Readers. 

~-· , __ owner of 'a cheap watch brought it into 
the,eweJY.,r's shop to see what cot1ld be done 
tor it. 

'' The inhJtake I made, of course," lie said, 
► ''was i11adrr.;ppin 
_ _ '.:_Welf, _.!-,-'!on't . ose )'"Ott ~ot1ld l1elp tl1at., '' 

ftlt~1ed,,,. .;J(a Jm-eber. '' Tl1e n11stake ;you made 
p!C~ilW !t ~ 1n. '~ 

! - ~ . .1J.llan, alt . 481 8th ... 4·t.1ert·ue, l7 a,1icoui■er, 
11.('., Cci;iada-CI -grand pr-ize.) 

Teacl1er: •Ja1ncs, what is a comet ? '~ 
· . Jn1ncs : '' A star '\\Yith a tail, sir.'' 
-~ .. ·cher: "Give me t.11e name of one.'' 
,~ . 1~ : " Rin-'T1n-Tin t '~ . . ~ - - ·-

"',· .(L . .IJe;uiey, GiU ;/.on. lJ!est Derbt1, Li1,1er11ool 
--e wOtlM • J,v, l l ,:" t. > 

•. 

before ~rot1 got 
there ? '' 

(D. H. Sheppard, }v~ewlanda, 61atulerstead Hill 
Sa11deratead, ~'ur·rey-a pinknife.) ' 

,, O~ce lla1~ager _( on totll' of inspect.ion) : 
T?1s pla.ce 1s getting ratl1er dt1sty and dirty 

again.'~ 
Offico Boy : '' llig11t., sir. Shall I ask the 

,,..acuum people to gi\-"e tis anotl1er free derno11-
stration ? '' 

(H. A. T. Do-u,ble, 81, Bury 5'treet, Sto1c1;iarket, 
Suffolk-a pocket -u,allet.) 

Emplo)' .. er : '' .~lthough l'OU l1a,,.·c lJeen ",,ith 
us for sixty years, you '11 have t.o lea, .. e. '~ 

llan : '' If I'd known this ,vasn't to l-.JO a. 
steady job, I'd never have come.'' ,· 

(G. ~Jarshall, 39, Northurnberla,t<l 
Totten,ha1ii, ~r.11-a penk,ii/e.) • 

' 
Teacher : '' 'I ha,~e went.t Is tl1at sentent:.,_. , 

wrong?'~ 
Johnny: '' Yes, ma'am.'' 
Teacher : '' \\"hy is it ,vro11g ! ,. 
Johnny: '' Becat1se )~Oll ai11"t wer1t yet .. '' 
(N. Challis, 6:-J, i~t.epheti .. 4 i:enue, 1',l,epl,erth 

Busli, ll'.12--<i pocket u~allet.) 

A tramp, going ttp to the l1011rw, threw l1imaeH 
clown on tho lawn and con1merlced eati11g the 
grass. 

Lady : '' l .. 1)" good ma11, "\\·hat are )10lt (foing 
there ? '' · 

Tramp : " N ot11jng to eat fc,1~ cla~·s, 1r111m ; 

l 'm starving.'' 
Lady : '~ ~ly clea.r man, if J"Otl go rot1nd. to 

t l1e back of tl1e house :}YOlt ,vj)l fin<l tl1e· gia• ., 
niuch longer.'' 

( .. 4. V. J en,kl1i11, 38, I t,Y ~~treet, So·utltsea­
a pocket lcallet.) 

'' Ra.silts, ah <10s11 't like to accuse 3-·ou, bl1• 
a.h s11spccts (lat )'Ott lias stolen one ob mah 
cl1ickins. ,, 

'' Dat's a serio11s statement, St1mbo. Has yo11 
anv evidence ? ,, ... 

"' Do e\Tidence, bo)", is scratchin' fo' worlnR 
in yob back garclen.' 

(E . ... 4rran.,- 76, .l:..'atteti-<li.'llt Roru.l, l-Jrest Dids. 
bl,ry, ~lla1iclie8ter. ...-t petlk1i1je.) 

Tramp (to Rhopkecper) : " Do )lOU l)t1y rags 
an<l bones here ? ,, 

Sl1opkccpcr : ·' Y CA. \\'hy ? '~ 
Tra111p : " \Veil, ho,v 1nl1cl1 for me ? '' 
(L. Ja,nes, 124, L·utter -'-\Joor La11.r, Ol«tha1n, 

Latic~. ...11 pofl.:et u,alltt.) 
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:1..1HE 'f\TELso~x LEE L1n11 ... l1n1 .. 
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VENTRILOQUISM~ Thl'f)\V ,•ni ef'. rin pty r aoins. rl,: 1n ?1 C' ~-.'i.·,,t ,1. 
'Ini1t(,., ... J)rrion~. I ){ystifY1n~; g1-cat fun. Uook ('0 1 ;d\~1,in~ 
full j11~tr11cliou~. diRlog;\lt'S. l..;6 post pa.;d_ llorir-:-'. o.t~k 
if uns<t,U~!fed.--XO\T AL. 77. Grange .j?d .• NG!',V,.:~::i: :-:.~. 

,Vri tc. for illy fCf' n.rga I H 
J,isls . of thf\ ··. best A L r. 
BRITI~H c-ynl•-.s. 14 DA y~· 
l\. PR.RO'" AL. · C-'\RRlAG E 
J' .AI I). Cash J)rit .-.._ £3 10:::. 
or. tc·r1n!,;. "All ac-c1.s!)ori._s 

} ,· ·.· l /-; ... 

GAIN HEIGHT -an'd ---W1 . 
' . 

CONFIDENCE ; 
A taH. fine figure commands attenti'Vl 
and respect, and is half the. bat e.-J..:> 
success. I ncrea~ed height is wi ·opr 
reach through the famous . · er 

abso ! ufc!y harmless. Spe,. tJ n,· 

. . 

treatment, which is quicl,,~e. jd~d\-

hgure improving method!, w~ Y'' 
~ to get on th~ upper ~ide of life. If one , 
b;,x is insl1Jlicicttl . we supf"{ y llnotJ,,., 
FREE. Do not hesitate.· Send 1 !dt 
statnp. for full particulars in se~lt-..,ct • 
envelope·. Sample 7 !d. Book on He11 lit 
Improvement 3d. P.O. or stnmps C'nly. 
THE ·cHALLONER CO. (late Bond Str·~t), Dept. __ S42, ._ 
Laboratory & Works,· Hyde He·1th, J\mersba~, .ou•J&:L~~~ _ 
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